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Monday, March llth, 1883. 
Pursuant to a Proclamation of the President of the Convention, issued on 
the 13th day of Febraary, one thonsand eight hundred and thuty-three, the Con- 
vention* of the people of South Carolina re-assembled in the Hall of the House of 
Representatives, in the town of Columbia, on this day at Meridian* 

The Proceedings were opened by a prayer from the Rev. Mr. Ware, after 
which the roll was called. 

The President then addressed the Convention, explaining to them the objects 
for which they had been called together : In concluding, he announced that as he 
had been chosen to preside over this body, as Governor of the State, and as an- 
other now filled thdt station, he would, aifler submitting to the Convention the 
documents which had induced him to call them together at this time, resign iaa 
office into their hands. The documents referred to were then read by the Clerk, 
consisting of a correspondence between the Commissioner of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, and the constituted authorities of this State. — ^Messrs'. Geoige Sis- 
trunk, from St. George's, R. Barnwell Smith, from St Bartholomews, Robert W. 
Gill, from Lancaster, Benj. Gause, from Kingston, and James C. Coggeshall, 
from Prince George, Winyaw, now appeared for the first time, and exhibiting 
their credentials, were allowed to enrol their names, and take their seats as mem- 
bers of the Convention. 

The members were then called on to prepare their votes for a President— 
Having voted, Messrs. Butler, Burt, and Quash, were appointed a committee to 
count the votes and make known the result The committee reported his Ex- 
cellency Robert Y. Hayne, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the 
State, duly elected President of the Convention. Chancellor Johnston and Col. 
Thomas Pinckney were appointed a committee to wait on the President elect, 
inform him of his election, and conduct him to the Chair ; which having been 
done. Gov. Hayne, afler a short address, entered upon the duties of his station. 

On motion of G^eneral Hamilton, the following resolutions were adopted mut** 
nimonsly, to wit : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to wait on Benjamin Wat- 
kins Leigh, Esq. Commissioner of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and invite him 
to a seat within the bar of this Convention. 

Resolved f That this Convention will receive Mr. Leigh, standing and nncov- 
ered. I 

The committee consisted of General Earle, Col. I*On, and Mr. Heyward. 

On motion of the Hon. C. J. Colcock, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of twenty-one be appointed to take into conside- 
ration the communication of the Hon. Benj. W. Leigh, Commissioner from the 
State of Virginia, and all other matters connected with the subject, and the course 
which should be pursued by the Convention at the present important crisis of our 
political affairs. 

The following gentlemen were named by the Pkresident to oonstitnte the com* 
aittee, viz. : Hon. C. J. Colcock, Gen. J. B. Earle, Hon* Wm. Harper, Hon* 
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J. fi. 0*Nea]l, Col. Wm. t!. Pinekney, Hon. f!l. D. Miller, Chaaeellor Job John- 
ston, Hon. G. McDoffie, Hon. R. J. Manning, Hon. J. K. Griffin, R. J. Turn- 
ball, B. Rogers, Hon. R. W. Barnwell, Col. J. R. Ervin, Col. J. Bond I'On, T. 
p. Singleton, Col. P. M. Butler, James A. Black, and Col. John Bauskett. 

On motion of Judge Harper, it was ordered that the correspondence betweea 
Mr. Leigh and Gov. Hayne should be printed for the use of the Convention ; 
likewise the acts of the late Congress connected with the controversy between 
the State and the General Government 

On motion of Col. I'On, the members of Congress and the State Legislature 
who might be present, were invited to a seat within the bar of the Convention. 

On motion of Gen. Hamilton, the Convention now adjourned until to-morrow 
at one o'clock. 

Tuesday, March I2th, 1833. 
The Convention met, according to adjournment, at one o'clock, P. M. and the 
proceedings were opened by a prayer from the Rev. Mr. Ray. The roll having 
been called, the President suggested that as this formality was an unnecessary 
consumption of the time of the Convention, and as there was no rule requiring its 
observance, it would, if no objection were made, be dispensed with for the fu- 
ture. The President then announced the names of Gen. James Htoiilton, Jr. 
and Samuel B. Wilkins, Esq. as completing the select committee of twenty-one ; 
these names being substituted for those of tus Excellency R. Y. Hayne, now Pre- 
sident of the Convention, and of the Hon. Henry Middleton, absent, who, with 
the gentlemen named yesterday, constituted the select committee of the Conven- 
tion at its late session. 

Judge Colcock, on the part of the committee, stated that they were unable t« 
report to-day, and obtained leave to sit again. 

On -motion of Gen. Hanjilton, the following resolution was adopted. 
Resolved, That a committee of accounts, to consist of three members, be rai- 
sed, for the purpose of examining and reporting on the accounts of this Conven- 
tion, and what balance may stand to its credit in the Treasury, and what further 
sum may be necessary for defraying the expenses of its present session. 
Messrs. Simons, Bauskett, and Chesnut, were appointed the committee. 
Mr. TumbuU moved, that until otherwise ordered, the Convention should ad- 
journ from day to day to meet at twelve o'clock meridian, which was a^eed to, 
and the Convention adjourned until to-morrow at that hour. 

Wednesday, March ISth, 1833. 
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, at Meridian to-day. The pro- 
ceedings were opened by a prayer from the Rev. Mr. WoiTord, and the Journal 
of yesterday read. The Hon. C. J. Colcock, from the select committee of twen- 
ty-on^, reported to the Convention an Ordinance and an accompanying Report, 
on the subject of the Act of the late Congress of the United States, entitled ** An 
act to modify the act of the 14th July, 1882, and all other acts imposing duties OE 
imports." 

Thursday, March 14fA, 1833. 
The Convention met to-day at 11 o'clock, pursuant to adjournment. The pro- 
ceedings were opened with a prayer by the Rev. Mr. Keeney , and the journal of 
yester&y read. Judge Colcock, on the part of the select committee of tvventy- 
one, stated that they were not prepared to make a further report to-day, and ob- 
tained leave to sit again. 

The following report was then presented by Mr. Wilson, to wit : 
The Committee appointed to wait upon our late Members and Senators in Con- 
gress from this State, now in Columbia, requesting them to give such genuine in- 
fr>rmation as they may possess in relation to the acts of the Federal Government, 
crowing out of the late Ordinance of Nullification, by the People of this State, 
m Convention, in November last, have performed the duty assigned them, aad 
beg leave respectfully to 



V 



Av 



^^^^fmm 



^^ 



^tm 



ttm 



w 



f^^rtimmii^fm 



i^ 



ip*i 



5 

Rbport, That the gentlemen lately composing our Delegation in Congreoiy 
BOW in Columbia, deem it unnecessary, as a body, to give any exposition of the 
acta of Congress referred to, but that the views of those who are members of this 
Convention, on the subject, will be submitted to the Convention. 

The report was, at the motion of Mr. Wilson, ordered to lie on the table. 

The Convention then proceeded to the consideration of the Ordinance which 
had been made the order of the day for to*day. Judge Colcock moved that the 
Ordinance should be amended by -striking out, in the Preamble, the words after 
the word ** imports," and inserting the following, to wit, " as will ultimately 
reduce them to the revenue standard, and provides that no more revenue shall be 
raised than may be necessary to defray the economical expenses of the govern- 
ment." The amendment was adopted. ' 

Mr. Wilson moved the following amendments, which were likewise adopted, 
to wit, that after the word * Ordinance,* should be inserted, * adopted by this 
Convention on the 24th day of November, 1S32' — after the word < passed," to 
insert, ' by the General Assembly of this State' — and again, after the word pass- 
ed, occurring the second time, the same words, to wit, < by the General Assem- 
bly of this State.' 

After some discussion upon the question of the adoption of the Ordinance thue 
amended, in which the Hon. Stephen D. Miller, the Hon. R. W. Barnwell, R. 
Barnwell Smith, Esq. Gen. Hamilton, and Col. F. H. Elmore took part. Gen. 
Hamilton moved to re-commit the Report and Ordinance to the committee of 
twenty-one. Chancellor Johnston moved that the question should be separately 
taken on the Report and Ordinance. The President stated that, as the Report 
was not properly before the Convention, the question would be solely on the re- 
commitment of the Ordinance. Ge&. Hamilton then withdrew his motion. After 
some further discussion as to the adoption of the Ordinance, Mr. Bowie moved 
that its further consideration should be postponed until to-morrow. This motion 
was rejected, and on motion of Mr. Butler, the Convention took a recess of two 
hours. 

4 o*eloeky P. M* 

The Convention re-assembled. Mr. J. Walter Phillips moved that the Pream- 
ble to the Ordinance should be stricken out. This elicited a debate, in which Mr. 
Wilson, Mr. Phillips, Gen. Hamilton, and Mr. Whitefield bore a part, when the 
question being taken, the motion was lost Judge Colcock then moved that the 
further consideration of the Ordinance should be postponed, and that it should be 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Butler, the Report was then taken up, and ordered to here- 
committed to the committee of twenty-one. The Convention then adjourned un- 
til 10 o'clock to-moirow. 

Friday, March 15. 

The Convention met to-day at 10 o'clock, pnisuant to adjournment. After a 
prayer from the Rev. Mr. English, the Journal of yesterday was read. The fol- 
lowing resolution was submitted by Mr. Wilson, to wit : 

Resolved^ That the Librarian receive^ sixty dollars for his attendance at the 
Legislative Library during the last and present session of the Convention, and that 
the President be an/horized to draw his warrant for the same. 

The Resolution was adopted. 

Judge Colcock presented a Resolution, fixing Monday next as the time fixed for 
the adjournment of the presoit session of the Convention, which was, at the mo- 
tion of Mr. Spann, laid on the table. 

Judge Colcock presented the Report which was yesterday re-committed to the 
Committee of twenty-^ne. Judge Harper, on the part of the same Committee, 
made a further report, consisting of a Report and Ordinance, in relation to the 
act of the late CongreM, entitled, < An act further to provide for the collection of 
dtttiesonimporti.' 
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. Gen. Hamilton, on the port of the same Committee, made a third report on 
the subject of the mediation of Virginia. On motion of Judge Co^cock, die two 
last reports were oidered to be printed, and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow. 

The following resolution was then introduced by Gen. Hamilton, to wit : 

Resolved, That whilst this Convention, as an offering to the peace and harmo- 
ny of this Union, in a just regard to the interposition of the highly patriotic Com- 
monwealth of Virginia, and with a proper deference to the united vote of the 
whole Southern States in fiivor of the recent acconamodation of the tariff, has 
made the late modification of the tariff, approved by the act of Congress of the 
2nd March, 1883, the basis of the repeal of her Ordinance of the 24th Novem- 
ber, 1832 — ^Yet this Convention owes it to itself, to the people they represent, and 
thf posterity of that people, to declare that they do not, by reason of said repeal, 
acquiesce in the principle of the substantive power existing on the part of Congress 
to protect domestic mannfactures : and hence, on the fined adjustment in 1842, of 
the reductions, under the act of the 2nd March, 188S, or any previous period, 
should odious discriminations be instituted for the purpose of continuing in force 
the protective principle, South Carolina will feel herself free to renst such a vio- 
lation of what she conceives to be the good faith of the act of the 2nd March, 
1SS3, by the interposition of her sovereignty, or in any other mode she may 
deem proper. 

This resolution was also ordered to be printed, and made the order of the day 
for to-morrow. R. Barnwell Smith, Esq. moved to append to it the following 
resolution, which was agreed to, to wit : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that the militaiy prepe^ 
rations herotoforo begun by the State, should be continued, and that effectual 
measures should be adopted and completed, for putting the State in a firm attitude 
of defence. 

The Ordinance, which was made the oiderof the day, was then .taken up for 
consideration. 

On the motion of Chancellor Johnston, it was agreed to re-consider the ques- 
tion as to the adoption of the Preamble to the Ordmance. Mr. J. Walter Phil- 
lips moved to strike it out. On this question, Mr. Tumbull, Mr. Phillips, Judge 
Richardson, and Mr. McDnffie addrrased the Convention. Mr. Tumbidl thai 
moved to amend the Preamble, by substituting the words * provided for,' for the 
word * made,' which was agreed to. The ayes and noes were then taken on 
striking out the Preamble, ai^ were as follows : 

AYES — ^Messrs. Brockman, Crooke, Chesnut, Cannon, Clinton, R. Ervin, 
Evans, Gibson, Gasse, Gill, James, Lancaster, McCord, O'Neall, P. Phillips, J. 
W. Phillips, Perry, J. S. Richardson, Sistrunk, Whitten, WUkins.— 21. 

NOES--B. Adams, J. Adams, Ayer, J. Anderson, R. Anderson, Arnold, Ba^ 
ker. Ball, Bee, Boone, Barnwell, Bradwell, Blewett, Butler, John G. Brown, 
J. G. Brown, Bauskett, A. Burt, F. Burt, Barton, Bowie, Black, Belin, Cohen, 
Cordes, T. H. Cplcock, C. J. Colcock, Capers, Clifton, Caughman, Counts, 
Chambera, Campbell, Cureton, Coggeshall, Dubose, Dawson, J. Douglas, G. 
Douglas, Elmore, Earle, J. R. Ervin, W. Evans, Folder,' Fuller, T. R. Gourdin, 
P. G. Gourdin, Goodwin, Gilliard, Griffin, Glenn, Gregg, J. Hamilton, jr. Hey-r 
ward. Harper, Harrison, Hatton, Harllee, Huguenin, I'On, Jeter, Johnston, 
Jacobs, Keith, Key, King, Levy, Lowry, Lacoste, Legaro, Lawton, Long, 
Lipscomb, Logan, Littlejohn, Magrath, Maner, Mvrray, Mills, M<Call, Means, 
Mays, McDuffie, Moore, J. L. Miller, S. MiUer, J. B. MUler, Nowell, O'Bannon, 
Parker, Porcher, Pahner, C. C. Pinckney, W. C. Pinckney, Quash, Riven, 
Rowe, Rogers, Ray, J. G. Spann, J. Spann, Simons, Shand, J. M. Smith, G. 
H. Smith, W. Smith, S. Smith, Stringfellow, Scott, Symmes, Sims, Shannon, 
Singleton, Stephen, TombnU, Tyler, Tydiman, Uhner, Vaught, Vanderhont, 
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Wilflon, Walker; Wffliami, Woodward, Whatley.Waidlaw, Watt, Waiiamson, 
Whitefiold, Waitiea, Ware, Warren, Young— 186. 

The question was then put as to the adoption of the Ordinance, and the ayea 
and noes being taken, were as follows : 

AYES— B. Adams, J. Adams, Ayer, J. Anderson, R. Anderson, Arnold, Ba- 
ker, Ball, Bee, Boone, Barnwell, Bradwell, Blewett, Butler, John G. Brovm, J. 
G. BrewB, Bauakett, A. Burt, F. Burt, Barton, Broekman, Bowie, Black, Belin, 
Cohen, Cordes, T. H. Colcock^ C. J. Colcock, Capers, Clifton, Caughman, 
Counts, Crooke, Chambera, Campbell, Cureton, Chesnut, Cannon, Clinton, 
Coggeshall, Dubose, Dawson, J. Douglas, G. Douglas, Elmore, Earle, Ervin, R. 
Ervin. Evans, W. Evans, Fuller, T. L. Gourdin, P. G. Gourdin, Gilliard, Griffin, 
Glenn, Gibson, Gregg, Gause, Gill, J. Hamilton, jr. Heywaiil^ Harper, Harri- 
son, Hattfltt, Harllee, Hugnenin, I*On, Jeter, Johnston, James, Jacobs, Keith, 
Key, King, Levy, Lowry, Lacoste, Legare, Lavi^on, Long, Lipscomb, Logan, 
Littlejohn, Lancaster, Magrath, Maner, Murray, Mills, McCall, Means, Mays, 
McDuffie, Meore, J. L. Miller, S.D.Miller, J. B. Miller, NoweU, O'Neall, C- 
Bannon, P. Phillips, Parker, Porcher, Pahner, Perry, C. C. Pinckney, W. C. 
Pinckney, T. Piockney, Quash, J. S. Richardson, Rivers, Rowe, Rogers, Ray, 
J. G. Spann, J. Spann, Simons, Shand, J. Smith, J. M. Smith, G. H. Smith, W. 
Smith, S. Smith, Stringfellow, Scott, Symmes, Sims, Shannon, Smgleton, Ste- 
phen, Sistnmk, R.B. Smith, Tumbull, Tyler, Tydunan, Ulmer, Vaught, Van- 
derhoist, Wilson, Walker, Williams, Woodwaid, Williamson, Waidlaw. WhaU 
ley, Whitefield, Whitten, Watt, Waties, Wilkins, Ware, Warren, Young.— 163. 

NOES— Felder, Goodvirin, M<Cord, J. W-.PhiUips.— 4. 

Messrs. Whitten, Perry, Lipscomb, and J. R. Ervin, obtained leave to be ab- 
sent from the Convention during the remainder of its session. 

The Report accompanying the Ordinance first adopted, was then taken up for 
consideraticm. The Report was read by the President, and the question put as to 
agreeing to the amendment reported by the committee, recommending to strike 
out the words * and triumph,' wluch passed in the affirmative. 

Mr. R. Barnwell Smith, the Hon. S. D. Miller, Judge Colcock, and Gen. Ha- 
milton addressed the Convention on the adoption of the Report, and the question 
being taken, it was agreed to. The Convention then adjourned until to-morrow at 
ten o'clock. 

Satttrdat, March 16. 

The Convention met at ten o'clock, A. M. pursuant to adjournment. The 
proceedings were opened with a prayer from the Rev. Mr. Jackson, and the 
Journal of yesterday read. The following Report was presented by the Hon. J. 
L. Wilson, to wit : 

The engrossing committee to which was referred the Ordinance passed yestei*- 
day in Convention, for rescinding the Ordinance of Nullification, adopted on the 
24th of November last, beg leave to report the same as engrossed, and suggest 
the propriety of the same onier of signature as was observed in the Ordinance of 
Nullification. 

J. L. WILSON, 
Chaimian, 

On motion of Mr. Miller, it was ordered that the ratification should be accord- 
ing to the usual parliamentary fi>rm, viz. by the signatures merely of the Presi- 
dent and Clerk. The Ordinance as engrossed, after haying been read by the 
Chair, was so ratified, in the presence of the Convention. * 

The accompanying Report was then taken up, and adopted by the Convention. 
A recess was then taken until 12 o'clock, M. 

Twehoe o^clock, M, 

The Convention re-assembled. Mr. S. L. Simons, from the committee on ac- 
counts, presented the following Report, to wit : 
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The cdmmittee on aeeenntB, to whom was referred a Reflolntion instraetbif 
them to examine and report on the accounts of this Convention, and what balance 
may stand to its credit in the Treasury ; and what further sum may be necessary 
for defraying the expenses of its present session, beg leave to 

REPORT, 

That they have carefully examined all the accounts which were contracted 
under the orders of the Convention, together with the pay roll of its members 
and officers, and find them correct in every particular. Of the sum of ten thou- 
sand dollars appropriated by the Legislature for the use of the Convention, eight 
thousand, three hundred and eighty-five dollars 63-100 have been disbursed, and 
a balance of one thousand six hundred and fourteen dollars 47-100 remain to its 
credit in the Treasury. Taking the expenditures of the former as a guide for the 
wants of the present session, your committee would respectfoUy recommend th» 
adoption of the following resolution — Resolved^ That the President of this Con* 
vention be authorized to issue his warrants on the Treasury, to the amount of ten 
thousand dolkrs, for the purpose of defraying the expenses of its present session, 
if so much be necessary. 

S. L. SIAfONS, 
Chairman, 

This resolation was adopted by the Convention. On motion of Mr. Miller, ^ 
resolution was passed, inviting the Hon. Dixon H. Lewis, a Representative in 
Congress from the State of Alabama, to a seat within the bar of the Convention. 

The Report and Ordinance on the Force Bill, which had been made the order 
of the day, were^then taken up. The Ordinance was announced by the Presi- 
dent to be first in order. The Hon. R. W. Barnwell moved to strike out so much 
of the Ordinance as relates to the requisition of an oath of allegiance. The fol- 
lowing motions to amend having precedence, were first put and adopted, to wit : 
that the words * or appointed,' should be added after the word * elected,' — ^tha 
word < such' be inserted after the word * any,' in the first line of the last para- 
graph ; and the words * heretofore elected or hereafter to be elected,' be stricken 
out 

Mr. Barnwell's motion being now again before the Convention, on motion it 
was ordered that when the question should be taken, it should be by Ayes and 
Noes. Upon this question a discussion arose, in which Judge O'Neal, Judge 
Harper, Mr. Tumbull, and Mr. P. Phillips took part. Mr. Wilson proposed to 
amend the Ordinance, by striking out all after the words * We farther ordain,' 
and inserting the following, to wit : * That no person who shall be hereafter elect" 
ed or appointed, or who has heretofore been elected, but who has not yet taken 
the oaths of office required at the time of his election or appointment, to any of^ 
fice civil or military within the State, (members of the Legislature excepted,) 
■hall enter on the execution of such office, or be in any respect competent to dis- • 
charge the duties thereof, until he shall have taken, in addition to the oatha of 
office now required, at the same time, and in the same manner that sach oathi 
are required to be taken, the following oath of allegiance : 

' I declare myself a citizen of the free and sovereign State of South Carolina ; 
I declare that my allegiance is due to the sai^ State, and thereby renounce and 
abjure all other allegiance incompatible therewith, and I will be true and faithful 
to the said State, so long as I continue a citizen thereof: So help me God.' 

And it is farther ord^ed, that if any officer heretofore elected, shaU refuse or 
neglect to take the aforesaid oath, within the time that other oaths of office ar« 
required by law to be taken, such office shall be considered vacant, aad the Go- 
vernor of the StAXB shall proceed (except in the instance of Judges of the State) 
to fill such vacancy, by appointing an officer, to serve until another officer shall 
be elected and qualified. 

This amendment was ordered to be printed. The Convention then took a 
recess of two hours. 
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Six o^clotk^ P. M. 

The ConTontion re-asMmbled. Mr. Barnwell moved to lay the Ordmance npon 
the table and to take up the Report and Resolutions, relating to the Viiginia 
Mediation, which was agreed to. Mr. Perry moved that the question should be 
taken separately on the Report and Resolutions, which was agreed to. The Re- 
solutions being first in order, were considered and unanimously adopted, and 
were ordered to be so entered on the Journals. The Report was then taken up, 
and adopted by the Convention. The Convention then adjourned until Monday 
at 1,0 o'clock. ' 

Monday, March ISth, 1883. 

The Convention met punnantto adjournment, at 10 o'clock, A. M. The pro- 
ceedings were opened by a pmyer from the Rev. Mr. Tradewell, and the Jour- 
nal of yesterday read. The amendments of Mr. Wilson to that part of the Or- 
dinance relating to the oath of allegiance, were then taken up for consideration, 
and supported by the mover. On motion of Mr. Barnwell, a recess was taken 
until 4 o'clock, P. M. 

Four o*eloekt P. M. 

The Convention re-assembled, and Mr. Wilson's amendments were again taken 
mp. On his motion, the Ayes and Noes were taken and found to be as follows : 

AYES— R. Anderson, Arnold^ Bradwell, Boone, J. G. Brown, F. Burt, Bar- 
ton, Black, Cordes, Felder, P. G. Gourdin, Goodwin, Gilliard, Hatton, King, 
Long, Lancaster, M'Cord, W. C. Pinckney, Rowe, J. G. Spann, J. Spann, W. 
Smith, Scott, Singleton, Ulmer, Wilson, Walker, WUUams, Whitefield— 30. 

NOES — ^Robert Y. Hayne, President, Benjamin Adams, James Adams, Ayer, 
J. Anderson, Baker, Bee, Barnwell, Blewett, Butler, John G. Brown, Banskett, 
A. Burt, Brockman, Bowie, Belin, Cohen, T. H. Coloock, C. J. Colcock, Ca- 
pers, Cliflon, Caughman, Counts, Crooke, Chambera, Campbell, Careton, 
Cheanut* Cannon, Clinton, Coggeshall, Dnbose, Dawson, J. Douglas, G. Doog- 
ks, Elmore, Earie, R. Ervin, W. Evans, J. P. Evans, FuUer, T. R. (Grourdin, 
Griffin, Glenn, Gibson, Gregg, Gause, Gill, James Hamilton, jr. Hey ward, 
Harrison, Harllee, Huguenin, I 'On, Jeter, Johnston, James, Jacobs, Keith, 
Key, Lowry, Levy, Lacoste, Lawton, Logan, Littlejohn, Magrath, Manor, 
Murray, Mills, M«Call, Means, Mays, McDnffie, Moore, J. L. Miller, S. 0. MiU 
ler, J. B. MiUer, NoweU, O'Neall, O'Bannon, P. PhiUips, J. W. Phillips, Paiker, 
l^orcher. Palmer, Perrv, Thomas Pmckney, Charles C. Pinckney, Rivera, Ro- 

Ssrs, Ray, Simons, Shand, James M. Smith, G. H. Smith, S. Smith, R. B. 
mith, Stiingfellow, Symmes, Sims, Shannon, Stevens, Sistnmk, Tumbull, l^^•> 
ler, Tydiman, Vaught, Woodward, Williamson, Wardlaw, Waties, Whatley» 
Watt, Wilkins, Ware, Warren, Young— 118. 

Chancellor Johnston then proposed to amend the Ordinance, by striking out all 
after the first paragraph, and inserting the following, to wit : 

We do further ordain and declare, that the allegiance of the citizens of this 
State, while they continue such, is due to the said State ; and that obedience 
only, and not alliance, is due by them to any other power or authority, to 
whom a control over them has been, or may be delegated by the State r and the 
General Assembly of the said State is hereby empowered, from time to time, 
when they may deem it proper, to provide for the administration to the citizens 
and officers of the State, or such of the said officers as they may think fit, of suit- 
able oaths or affirmations, binding them to the observance of such allegiance, 
and abjuring all other allegiance, and, also, to define wlmt shall amount to a 
violation of their allegiance, and to provide the proper punishment for such vio- 
lation. 

The Ayes and Noes were called for on this question, and found to be as fol- 
lows : 

AYES— Robt Y. Hayne, President, B. Adams, Ayer, J. Anderson, Baker, 
Ball, Bee, Boone, Banwell, Blewett, J. 6. Brown, Baoskett, A. Burt, Bowie, 
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Belin, Cohen, Cordes, T. U. Colcock,C. 3, Colcock, Capers, Canghmon, Cogg§^ 
■hall, Counts, Chambers, Campbell, Dnbose, Dawson, J. Douglas, G. Don^s, 
Elmore, Earle, Fuller, Griffin, Glenn, J. Hamilton, jr. Heyward, Harrison, Hat* 
ton, Harllee, Hoguenm, I'On, Jeter, Johnston, Jacobs, Keith, Legare, Lawton, 
Long, Logan, Littlejohn, Magrath, Maner, Murray, Mills, McCall, Means, Mays, 
McDuffie, Moore, J. L. Miller, Kowell, 0*Bannon, Parker, Porcher, Palmer, 
C. C. Pinckney, T. Pinckney, Q,nash, Rivers, Rogers, Ray, J. G. Spann, Si- 
mons, €hand, J. M. Smith, G. H. Smith, S. Smith, R. B. Smith, Stringfellow, 
Sims, Stevens, Tumbull, Tyler, Ulmer, Vaught, Vauderhorst, Williams, Ward- 
law, Whatiey, Watt, Young.— 90. 

NOES — J. Adams, R. Anderson, Arnold, Bradwell, Butler, J. G. Brown, F. 
Bart, Barton, Brockman, Black, Clifton, Crooke, Cureton, Chesnut, Cannon, 
Clinton, R. Ervin, W. Evans, J. P. Evans, Felder, T. L. Gourdm, P. G. Gour- 
dm, Goodwm, Gilliard, Gibson, Gfegg, Gause, Gill, James, Key, King, Levy, 
Lowry, Lacoste, Lancaster, S. D. Miller, J. B. Miller, M'Cord, 0*Neall, P. 
Phillips, J. W. Phillips, Perry, W. C. Pinckney, Rowe, J. Spann, W. Smith, 
Scott, Symmes, Shannon, Singleton, Sistmnk, Tydiman, Wilson, Walker, 
Woodward, Williamson, Whitefield, Waties, Wilkins, Ware, Warren. — 60. 

The Hon. S. D. Miller moved to strike out all that part of the Ordinance after 
the word " thereof," in the 13th line. — ^The Ayes and Noes were agam called 
for, and were as follows : 

AYES — J. Adams, R. Anderson, Arnold, Baker, Bee, Boone, Bradwell, 
Blewett, John G. Brown, F. Burt, Barton, Brockman, T. H. Colcock, C. J. 
Colcock, Clifton, Counts, Crooke, Cureton, Chesnut, Cannon, Clinton, J. Doug- 
las, Earle, R. Ervin, J. P. Evans, Felder, Fuller, T. L. Gourdin, P. G. Gour- 
din, Gilliard, Griffin, Gibson, Gause, Gill, Harrison, Jeter, Johnston, Jameif, 
Keith, Levy, Lowry, Lacoste, Lawton, Littlejohn, Lancaster, Means, J. L. Mil- 
ler, S. D. MUler, J. B. Miller, Nowell, O'Neal, P. PhilUps, Palmer, Perry, Rowe, 
Ray, J. G. Spann, James Spann, Wm. Smith, Stringfellow, Shannon, Singleton, 
Sistrunk, Tyler, Tydiman, Uhner, Wilson, Walker, Wardlaw, WhaUey, Wil- 
kins, Ware, Warren. — 73. 

NOES— Robert Y. Hayne, President, Benj. Adams, Ayer, J. Anderson, Ball, 
Barnwell, Butler, J. G. Brown, Bauskett, A. Burt, Bowie, Black, Belin, Cohen, 
Cordes, Capers, Caughman, Chambers, Campbell, Coggeshall, Dubose, Daw- 
ion, G. Douglas, Elmore, W. Evans, Goodwyn, Glenn, Gregg, J. Hamilton, jr. 
Heyward, Hatton, Hailee, Hugenin, I'On, Jacobs, Key, King, Legare, Long, 
Logan, Magrath, Maner, Murray, Mills, McCall, Mays, McDuffie, Moore, Mc- 
Cord, O'Bannon, J. W. PhilUps, Parker, Porcher, C. C. Pinckney, W. C. Pmck- 
ney, T. Pinckney, Quash, Rivers, Rogers, Simons, Shand, J. M. Smith, G. H. 
Smith, S. Smith, R. B. Smith, Scott, Sims, Symmes, Stevens, Tumbull, Vaught, 
Yanderhorst, Williams, Woodward, Williamson, Whitefield, Watt, Waities, 
Young — 79. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the Ordinance- a» amended, 
and the Ayes and Noes found to be as follows : 

AYES — Robert Y. Hayne, President, B. Adams, J. Adams, Ayer, J. Ander- 
■on, R. Anderson, Arnold, Baker, Ball, Bee, Boone, Barnwell, Bradwell, Blew- 
ett, Butler, John G. Brown, J. G. Brown, Bauskett, A. Burt, F. Burt, Barton, 
Bowie, Black, Belin, Cohen, Cordes, T. H. Colcock, C. J. Colcock, Capers, 
Clifton, Caughman, Counts, Chambeiis, Campbell, Coggeshall, Dubose, Daw- 
son, Douglas, J. Douglas, Elmore, Earle, W. Evans, Felder, FuUer, T. L. Gour- 
din, P. G. Gourdin, Goodwyn, Gilliard, Griffin, Glenn, Gregg, J. Hamilton, jr. 
Heyward, Harrison, Hatton, Harllee, Huguenin, I'On, Jeier, Johnston, James, 
Jacobs, Keith, Key, Kingy Lacoste, Legare, Lawton, Long, Logan, Littlejohn, 
Lancaster, Magrath, Maner, Murray, Mills, McCall, Means, tV)ays, McDuffie, 
Moore, J. L. Miller, S. D. MiUer, J. B. MUler, McCord, Nowell, O'Bannon, 
J. W. PhiUips, Parker, Porcher, Palmer, C. C. Pinckney, W. C. Pmckney, T. 
PiBckney, Qoaab, Riven, Rowe, Rogers, Ray, J. G. Spann, Jas. Spann, Simons, 
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dhand, J. M. Smith, 6. H. Smith, W. Smith, S. Smith, R. B. Smith, Strihg- 
fellow, Scott, Sims, Symmes, Singleton, Stevens, Tarabnli, Tyler, Tydiman, 
Ulmer, Vaught, Vanderhorst, Walker, Williams, Woodward, Williamson, 
Wardlaw, Whatiey,Whitefield, Watt, Waities, Ware, Wanren, Youig— 182. 

NOES — ^Brockman, Crooke, Cureton, Chesnut, Cannon, Clinton, R. Ervint 
J. P. Evans, Gause,Gill, Levy, Lowry, O'Neale, P. Phillips, Perry, Sbannoo, 
Sistnink, Wilson, Wilkins — 19. 

The following letter from Judge Richardson was then read, to wit ; 

March ISth, 1833. 

Gentlemen — According to my individual understanding of the end and 
object of the high trust confided in me, by the people, who made me a delegate 
to the State Convention of South-Carolina, they have been, virtually, fulfilled, 
by the present adjustment of the Tariff, our proceedings thereupon, and the an- 
swer to the Virginia commission. I beg leave, therefore, with deep regard for 
the confidence which has been reposed, to resign my seat. 
With the highest consideration and respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. S. RICHARDSON. 
To the President and Members of the General Convention > 
of the State of South-Carolina, > 

This letter was ordered to lie on the table. 

The Report accompanying the Ordinance just adopted, was read, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Edwin J. Scott, amended by striking out that part of the' sentence 
preceding the last after the word ' State.' The Report as amended was then 
adopted by the Convention. 

It was moved to take up the Resohitions introduced on Thursday last 'by Gen. 
Hamilton and R. Barnwell Smith, Esq. but the vote being taken, it was agreed 
not to consider them. 

The Hon. J. L. Wilson, from the engrossing committee, reported the Ordi- 
nance Nullifying the Force Bill, as engrossed. It was then ratified by the sig- 
natures of the President and Clerk, in the presence of the Convention. 

Gen. Hamilton then introduced the following resolutions, which were adopted, 
to wit : 

Mesplved, That the Clerk do order to be printed by the Printer of this Con- 
vention, to be appended to the copies now on hand of the proceedings of the 
former session of the Convention, five hundred copies of each, to be distributed 
. to each member of the Convention and Legislature — also, separately, three thou- 
sand copies of the Ordinance and Reports of the present session, to be distribu- 
ted to the people of this State ; &ad it be made the duty of the Clerk to attend to 
the distribution of the same. 

Resolved, That the President of this Convention do transmit to the President 
•f the United States, and to the GovemoiB of the several States, copies of the^ 
Reports and Ordinances of this Convention , adopted at its present session. 

It was now moved by Gen. Hamilton, that the Convention should resolve it- 
self into a committee of the whole ; which being agreed to, Mr. Tumbull was 
called to the chair. Col. Samuel Warren then introduced the following resolutions, 
which were adopted unanimously and ordered to be so entered on the Journal, to 
wit : 

Resolved unanimously^ That the thanks of thb Convention be presented t« 
His Excellency Robert Y. Hayne, for the dignity, ability, and impartiality, with 
which he has presided over its deliberations. 

The committee rose and reported to the Convention. On motion of Mir. Tum- 
bvli it was. 

Resolved, That the Convention do now adjourn, sine diey and that it be di«- 
solved. 

Afttr a prayer from the Rev. Mr. Raj, the Convention adjourned accordingly* 
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Opening: Address of Gen. Hamilton, 

PRESIDENT OF THE CONTENTION. 

Gentlemen — In exercising the power of calling you together, 
which you were pleased to place in my hands at your adjourn- 
ment, I have both regretted and been sensible of the inconveni- 
ence to which I must have subjected many of you, in being com- 
pelled to leave your homes at a season so essential to the success 
of the agricultural labours of the whole year. It must however 
have been manifest to you, from the nature of the proceedings of 
this body at its former meeting, that its reassembling after the ad- 
journment of Congress, was an event of highly probable occur- 
rence. Before however this necessity was demonstrated, I was 
officially apprized by the Governor of South Carolina, on the 6th 
February, of the arnval of a commissioner on the part of the State 
of Virginia, bearing certain resolutions adopted by the General 
Assembly of that State, respectfully soliciting oi this State, a sus- 
pension or rescmding of the Ordinance of her Convention until 
the adjournment of the next session of Congress. These resolu- 
tions were accompanied by an application on the part of the gen- 
tleman in this commission, that this Convention should be con- 
vened at an early moment. The high source from which this me- 
diation emanated, the friendly dispositions by which it was obvi- 
ously dictated, borne too and advocated by a gentleman so long 
and so advantageously known as among the most able and devo- 
ted champions of the rights of the States, left me hy what I was 
quite sure would be your own decision, no other alternative (if 
my own inclinations had been wanting) than a compliance with 
the wishes of that distingubhed Commonwealth, as communica- 
ted by her worthy Representative. As I was however perfectly 
satisfied that no decision on the propositions of which he was the 
bearer, could be made prior to me adjournment of Congress, the 
period of your assembling has been arranged to meet both con- 
tingencies. 

You have thus assembled, gentlemen, and the proposed media- 
tion of Virginia is met concurrently by the passage of an act by 
the Congress of the United States, modifying the tariff of the 14lh 
of July last, and by an act entitled ^^ an act more effectually to 
provide for the execution of the Revenue Laws.** 
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In brin^g both these laws to your view, a&d invoking jmxt 
mature consideration of their provisions and objects, it would not 
become me to make any suggestions as to the course it behoves 
you to pursue, in reference to these measures. If the first is not 
in all respects satisfactory, as coming up to that measure of jus- 
tice, to which the South had a fair claim, and is liable to some 
important objections, it, nevertheless, provides for the commence- 
ment of an early, though gradual amelioration of that system, 
against which we have so long complained, and for an ulterior re- 
cognition of the constitutional principles upon which our rights 
are assumed to rest. In forming your estimate, however, of 
whatever may be its intrinsic value, you will not be insensible to 
the fact, that it is a compromise of extremely vexatious and con- 
flicting interests made in the spirit of peace, as an offering to the 
concord and tranquillity of our common country. In such a spirit 
our Representatives in Congress voted for it, and in such a spirit 
must we consider it, whatever may be our final decision on the 
measure. This adjustment, however, comes to us, at least with 
this compensation K>r the justice which it yet withholds — ^that all 
that has been beneficially accomplished by it for the country, is 
to be attributed to the action of this Convention, and the energy, 
decision, and love of liberty, of that people, by whom our pro- 
ceedings have been sustained. We may surely say this wi^out 
an unworthy vaunting, when the most able of our opponents has 
borne testimony to the truth of this fact. 

It is greatly to be regretted, with a single view to the harmony 
and repose of the country, that this adjustment should be accomr 
panied by the other measure to which I have invited your atten- 
tion. 

If we could regard the act, which provides by its title, " for a 
more effectual execution of the revenue laws,*' but which, in fact, 
provides for the coercion of a Sovereign State in this Union, as 
an empty defiance got up as a mere salvo for the wounded pride, 
or to gratify a worse passion of the Executive, we might peimit it 
silently to pass by, with that reprobation with which, not posterity 
alone, but at an early moment, a contemporary age, will visit it, 
standing impotently, as it will stand, a dead letter on our Statute 
Book ; but as a precedent engrafted on our Laws, it is of the most 
serious and portentous import, furnishing, as it does, the most une- 
quivocal evidence, that as far as the authority of law extends 
(independently, thanks be to Grod, of the spirit of a free people) 
by a single act of legislation, the character of our Grovemment is 
changed, and a military despotism placed at the disposal of the 
Executive, when he shall determine in ins own discretion^ that a 
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j|t' exigency has arisen for its exercise. The broad usurpation in 
this law, of the right on the part of Congress to coerce a Sove- 
reign State in this Union, when this power was solemnly withheld 
fay the Convention that formed the Constitution, the utter anni- 
hilation of our judiciary in cases clearly within their exclusive 
jurisdiction, and the still more revolting circumstance that in 
obeying the laws of their own State, and executing the mandates 
of their own Courts, the lives of our citizens are placed at the 
mercy of the standing forces of the Union, all concur to present 
an epoch in the public liberty of the country, which ought not to 
be allowed to pass without your animadversion. And you will 
permit me further to remark, whether the adjustment of the Ta- 
riff be deemed satisfactory or not, that much remains for you to 
do, in making of constitutional record in an enduring form those 
great conservative principles, which have borne us yet through 
this contest, to say nothing of the necessity of providing those se- 
curities which may in all future time, command the fealty and 
obedience of those who receive the protection of our laws. 

You will now, I trust, allow me to refer to a matter which is 
personal to myself. The distinguished station I now occupy, I 
owe to the accidental circumstance of my having been the Chief 
Magistrate of this State, when the Convention first assembled. 

Another individual now on this floor fills that post I feel that 
I am not alone paying a proper deference to an established and 
valuable precedent, but a just homage to superior personal claims 
and more eminent qualifications, when I signify in the presence 
of this Convention, that it is my purpose after the readmg of the 
correspondence I now communicate, between the Commissioner 
from \^rginia and the public authorities of this State, to resign this 
seat. 

In making this declaration, permit me to superadd to it my un- 
feigned acknowledgments for your past kindness and confidence, 
and my fervent prayer, that the Grod of all mercy and truth may 
80 order and govern our proceedings, that they may redound to 
the liberty, peace, and happiness of our Country. 

Speech or the Hon. S. D« miller, 

OF CLAREMONT. 

The Report of the Committee 0/ 21, on the subject of the recent modification 
of the Tariff, by the passage of Mr, Clay's Bill, and the Ordinance, report- 
by them, to rescind the Ordinance of the last Session of the Convention, being 
under consideration ; — and a call for information having been made upon 
those of our Delegation in Congress, who were memben of the Convention, 
Mr. Miller said : 

In declaring himself yesterday ready to give an account of the 
IransactioQ of these thu^, by Congress, he had only meant te 
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speak for himself. It had, however, been his fortune, to witness 
or to take part in all the leading facts of this history, during all the 
latter and more decisive circumstances of the contest 

The act of 18S2 (he said) was distinctly known by all those 
who were actors in me matter, to be intended by those whose in- 
fluence accomplished it, to be finak We then declared, that 
South Carolina would not and could not be satisfied with it, as 
such. We were disregarded. Upon this ensued that determined 
displeasure of the people of this State, which led to the decisive 
measures, taken at the close of the last year. These measures 
at once changed the whole face of affairs, that had seemed settled 
against us. The Administration was compelled to reverse its 
scheme, even before it had taken effect. The revenue, just before 
pretended to be reduced to the wants of the Government, was 
now avowed to be about to give a surplus of six millions, and a 
reduction to that extent was recommended by the President him- 
self. To that recommendationwe offered no obstruction. Theh^h 
tariff party looked upon it as a complete overthrow, and execrated 
it as the triumph of Nullification — as the work of our principles 
alone. ' 

To shew the general sense of the country, and with it, the pe- 
culiar purposes that lay under the seenung wisdom of the Presi- 
dent's course, there was a story, current enough at Washington, 
and certainly probable, though he could not assert it to be true. 
It was said, that some gentleman, rather more a lover of the ge- 
neral tranquility of the country, than versed in party politics, had 
taken occasbn warmly to thanik the President for his Message, 
and to assure him, that it had pleased nine-tenths of the nation. 
" Wait till you see my Circular," replied he, " you shall then see 
me please the remainii^ tenth." 

The Proclamation came ; and he did so please that tenth, lately 
so abject and overthrown. He set the h%h Tariff party once 
more firmly on their legs. They hailed the Proclamation as a new 
lease of life to them, as a pledge, that all law and the entire tran* 
quillity of the country should be overturned, rather than that their 
system should be harmed. 

Nearly with this, however,.an administration scheme to reduce 
the Tarib^ founded upon the message, was set on foot. He meant 
Mr. Verplanck's Bill. Willing to disregard the violence of the 
President's doctrines, if we might only obtain practical justice, we 
acquiesced in the scheme. Yet your Ordinance — ^your appeals to 
the general sense and justice of the country, he withheld from the 
national council, to which they were addressed. The President 
long refused to transmit them. He would not so far sanction such 
doctrines, as to lay them before Congress. It was only my col- 
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league's motion that extorted them from him: The next day wit- 
nessed a temper and proceedings still more threatening. It 
brought the message against South Carolina, and the demand, 
upon Congress, for the Enforcement Bill. The Tariff reduction 
was dropt at once ; Yerplanck's Bill thenceforth began, amidst the 
desertion of its Tariff fnends, and the neglect of its administration 
supporters, to flounder slowly onward towards a defeat, now ulti- 
mately certain. 

It was at this moment, when all other hope was gone, that Mr. 
Clay's Bill was offered. To that Bill, the whole South at once ac- 
ceded. If, in the Senate, Virginia and Greorgia were divided, it 
was notorious that those States were thoroughly united with us, 
upon this compromise. Still, on the part of the administration, it 
had every obstacle to meet, that could be thrown in its way. In 
the Senate, the usual rules were changed, in order to embarrass 
it. Every effort was made to force on Wilkins's Bill, in preference. 
In the olber House, the same administration tactics were observed ; 
and it was there that, finally, from the very attempt of the admi- 
ministration to pass the Force Bill, rather than Yerplanck's (all 
hope of passing which was now abandoned) a strong and sudden 
feeling of the danger of the countiy sprang up, and Mr. Clay's 
compromise was hastily adopted. 

In that compromise, the p<>sition of South Carolina forced us to 
concur. Hie question was become, from the manner in which 
the doctrines of the Proclamation had been preferred, by far the 
largest party of the country, to ours, one of Union or Disunion, of 
War or Peace. Your Representatives were compelled to choose, 
not between this compromise and your rights, but between this 
compromise and an issue of force. 

In its first form, we were bound to accept the BHl. The subse- 
quent modifications made it more objectionable ; as to the home 
valuationj there was a difficulty. On this point, my colleague's 
views have been made public. Mine were different I did not re- 
gard this matter of any serious effect. Even as to the inequalitiest 
that it might produce in different parts, I thought them too slight^ 
contingent, and accidental, to be made matter of constitutional 
objection. I feared much more strongly the introduction of the 
word with which all this was to be done. That " regulate," has 
too often shown its wide powers of nuschief, not to be dreaded by 
me, more than things that look far more formidable. " Regulate,'* 
can change your whole system of Grovemment — vanquish all de- 
finition — triumph over all limitation. ^^ Regulate" can do what 
it pleases. 

But^ while I doubted of this, and my colleague of that, mem- 
bers rose and said, ** This question is South Carolina's. It hangs 
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upon her deeisbn. It is she^ who is to be satisfied. We support 
the Bill, only to content her. We will reject or support the Bill, 
only as she accepts or refuses if We £d accept it ; and these 
declarations made that acceptance seem to me a victory. 

Mr. M. then went on to answer some of the objections to 
the Bill, as to discrimination, within a narrow limit — as to the time 
granted for the redaction — and as to the ultimate rate of 20 per 
cent ; which last, h^ said, came very near our proposal of last 
year. 

Mr, Dallas, (a determined opponent of the Bill) attempted to 
induce us to oppose it, by saying that if we accepted it, we recog- 
nized the principle of protection. I thought the gentleman had 
enough to do, in managing his own Tariff notions, without direct- 
ing my anti-Tariff ones. If there be protection, it is only in grant« 
ing (as I am sure the whole South is willing to grant) to the very 
great capital embarked in manufactures, exemption from sudden 
and absolute destruction. We do not wish to refuse them all mercy. 

Mr. M. went on to give a short but striking account of the coa- 
lition, on this Bill, of the administration, with the ultra Tariff party. 
He displayed, with much force of comparison, the unprincifded 
turnings and windings of Gren. Smith and Mr. Webster, — ^the two 
leaders of these parties. 

He ended, by repeating, that he thought we had gained the 
victory ; and substantially obtained our objects. As to the Force 
Bill, he regarded it as a mere bravado. He thought the Tariff men 
had merely aimed to pass it, as the means of appeasing these peo» 
pie, after what they had given up. In general, he concurred, on 
this whole matter, in the views expressed by the speech of the 
President of the Convention, and the Report before you. He 
doubted, however, the necessity of nullifying the Force Bill It 
was a dead letter upon the Statute Book. The South, except the 
Union segment of your representation, is united agednst it It 
was only necessary to protest against its principles, and declare 
that, whenever they be attempted to be put in force, we would re- 
sist them. 

He believed that the mterposition of Vii^nia had Strongly as- 
sisted in bringing about a quiet settlement of this question. It 
made the North expect that she would take part with us, after the 
next session, and tnat this would lead to the total and immediate 
destruction of the Taiiff system. 

These, he said, were his own private ojnnions and views only>. 
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Speeeh of the Hon. Robert W« Barnwell^ 

OF ST. HELENA. 

The Hon. Robert W. Barawell followed Senator Miller. Hw 
reasons, he said, were not precisely those of his honouraUe col- 
league, who had preceded him, although they led him to the same 
conclusion. He was well aware that this hill, this compromise, 
which they bad brought home, was not received as matter of tri- 
umph ; that it was received even most reluctantly. He rejoiced 
that it was so received. It spoke well for the spirit and sense of 
the State. It pleased him well that they should so receive it. Yet, 
that it was received as it should be, he could not for an instant 
doubt. 

The State had arrested, in full career, the tyranny that bore 
her down. The right was refused and denounced. Averse to 
civil broil, she then pronounced that, if her constitutional effort at 
redress, instead of justice and reparation, was answered by itiili- 
tary violence, she would withdraw from this league. In this she 
only claimed to exert the great fundamental right of this Confede- 
racy, and of all other free States. It was denied her, with threaits 
to overwhelm her with the entire military force of the nation. The 
Federal bayonets were turned upon her. Yet for what was it 
that she had ever made herself a member of this Government? 
Was it not that, under the mutual protectbn of a league of twen- 
ty^four States, she might firnd^ at once, exemption from foreign 
injury, and domestic discord ] And here this very Union was to be 
made the proj^ence for inflicting upon her these very mischiefs, 
with horrors made doubly frightful, by the very alliance itself. It 
was to avoid such civil broil, such strife with the Confederacy it- 
self, that she had prepared to live alone. That last reluctant re- 
source, of peace and liberty, was utterly refused her. She was 
told that she should be exterminated if she attempted it 

Yet did tins gigantic array of tyranny quail her spirit for a sin* 
gle moment I Did it shake her purpose, or tame her into a cow- 
ard quiet ? No ! fierce as was the issue thus offered her, she would 
have met it, rather than desert her liberty or diminish her honor. 

While this was her attitude, t'^e present compromise was pre- 
sented her. Your choice was to be made bejtween the evils of Se- 
cession and this Bill. The State had, could have^ none of that 
mock-bravery, that nsock-heroic biavery, let me call it, that could 
cast all prudence out of the question. She had resisted the Ta- 
riff S3rstem as tyrannical, oppressive, ruinous. This Bill is none of 
those. The main, substantial object of resistance is attained ; the 
real grievance is removed. It can no longer be said, that Con- 
gress wUl not yield us redress. We have obtained it 

If, however^ you cannot accept this compronuse, the question 
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ts yet open to the Convention. You can still choose hetween this 
Bill and Secession. Your representatives have given no ple^e, 
that takes away your liber^ of choice. Let the voice of the State 
he given for Secession, if it may. None can gainsay her decision. 
As for me I shall obey. I know too well where my great duty is 
to be paid, to hesitate, fdr a single moment, in devoting myself to 
the eustaiuing with all that 1 can do, die great hnal judgment of 
the State. 

Act, then, fearlessly, upon your own responsibUity, from which 
no partial acceptance ot ours could have derogated. I am bound, 
however, to declare to you, that the question will now be of civil 
war, not the Tariff, nor Secession. 

While, therefore, I assert, ihattheBill is not the utmost that we 
had a right to demand, I cannot but regard it as accomplishing our 
great objects. It embodies tbe ca.[Ntal provision, that government 
shall measure its revenue by the standard of economical expenses 
only. This one great principle, is distinctly implied in tbe Bill. 

So, too, ofits5thsection,m which a system of acfcalorem duties 
is provided for. That system takes SO per cent, for its maximum 
rate. Can any one regard 30 per cent, as a protective rate ? 
Look at the old duties, ranging, on the capital articles of import 
horn one to two hundred per cent. 

It is evident that the class of manufacturers, tiiat can live under 
this Bill, will be few and little foi;midable. It can never again pve 
us those strong and wide combinations, which subjugated the go- 
vernment itself — which made themselves the Government.— 
Henceforth, instead of overshadowing that government, they will 
be reduced to receive its care, only as every other interest in the 
country receives it. 

1 do not, however, exhort the State to rely upon any acts of the 
general government She has been bitterly taught to ^ve no 
such reliance. It is on her alone, that I rely — on her courage, her 
T^ilance, her prudence, her princ^les. I count on her Nullifi- 
cation ; which will rally the United States, the very instant timt 
any breach of the compromise now formed, is attempted. 

Speeeh of Mr. R. Barnwell Smith, 

OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S, 

Mr. Prendmt — Althoi^h the Ordinance reported by the Com- 
mittee, is alone strictly under consideration, 1 undci-stand, tliat 
it is not inconsistent with order, in discussing the Ordinance, to 
advert to those reasons which have been assigned by the Commit- 
tee in their Report, aa justifying the course they recommend the 
Coavention to pume. Indeed Sir, it is obvious, that so soon aa 
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the Ordinance is disposed df^ the vote must occur upon the Re-^ 
port ; and we shall be called upon to say, whether the reasons 
it contains for the course it recommends, ate such as it becomes 
the State to assume. The Report and Ordinance are truly but 
one subject. The one is the result or policy, the other the as- 
signment of the high State reasons which produce, or justify it 
In considering them together, in the few observations I shall make, 
it appears to me, that it will not only be a personal convenience 
to myself, by dispensing with the necessity of again addressing 
the Convention, but a proper method of discussing things proper- 
ly connected together. 

I agree Sir, with my friend from St Helena,^ and the honora- 
ble gentleman from Claremont,t that our Ordinance of NuUifi"* 
cation must be raised. We must repeal it, from the necesatjf of 
our situation. We must assume a new, if not an inferior position. 
We differ, however, as to the manner in which this new position 
should be assumed. The true interests of the State, can never be 
incompatible with her true dignity ; but the utmost caution and 
wisdom may be necessary to reconcile them, when the full mea* 
sure of justice which she has demanded, is not conceded, and at 
the same time acquiescence is her determination. 

Mr. President, we shall endeavour in vain, to understand the 
true tone and bearing the State should assume, in the present 
posture of her afiairis, if we do not advert to her past situation. 
Where has she been, and what is her present position in this Con* 
federacy 1 For years, by every form of remonstrance and protes- 
tation, she had endeavoured to recover back her violated rights, 
and to shield her citizens from unconstitutional oppression. The 
decline of her staple commodities, and the distresses and embar- 
rassments it produced, brought from her Grovernment, neither 
sympathy, nor relief. Whilst every other part of the Confedera- 
cy, under its partial administration, was noting in prosperity,— 
the South, abKDunding, by the blessing of God, with all the great 
elements ot wealth and power, was gradually sinking into hope* 
less imbecility, apathy, and ruin. Delay, but a^avated the evils 
of our situation, and strengthened the injustice of our oppressors. 
Words had proved in vain. A change in the Executive, had 
brought us no relief. The great crisis of the payment of our na- 
tional debt, had brought us no relief; and as the last alternative, 
the State in her high capacity as a sovereign party to the consti- 
tutional compact, interposed her power, and determined to arrest 
the evil. When she put forth her detenmnation, she made an 
exposition of her rights ; and m the address to the people of the 

« Bfr. Baniwell. ' t Mr. MiUer. 
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Umted States^ she distinetly declared, (hat although in strict right 
the could claim more, yet in the spirit of concession, die would 
submit alone to a Tariff, *^ wluch imposed the same rate of duties 
upon the protected articles that shall be imposed upon the unpro- 
tected, provided, that no more revenue should be raised than is 
necessary to meet the demands of the Government for constitu- 
tional purposes, and provided also, that a duty substantially uni- 
form be imposed upon all fore^ imports," Here then b her 
ground. Right or wrong here is the ground she assumed. This 
is the right, the constitutional right to which her citizens are en* 
titled, and which she was bound, as their bovereign, to afford, at 
all and every hazard. 

Now, bir, let us turn to the Report which the Committee have 
proposed to us to adopt, as containing the reasons of the State for 
changing her position. We must weigh it well — we must scan it 
closely, for the honor and dignity of the State may rest upon its 
words. 

In one part of this Report, we are told, ** that on the whole, in 
whatever aspect the question is contemplated, your Conunittee 
find in the late modification of the Tariff, cause far cfmgrahdaHcn 
and triumphj^^ and yet. Sir, in another part of this Report, it is 
stated, that, *^ the reduction provided for by this Bill is neither in 
its amount, nor the time when it is to go into effect, such as the 
State had a right to require ;" and in another part, it is fiirther 
maintained, that " this system of raising revenue by duties on im- 
ports is uneqal and oppresmve upon the South." Now, Sir, i 
would be glad to Imow, how these propositions are to draw to* 
gether. Is it cause for cmkgratuUOion and triumph^ that inequality 
and oppression must be our portion under any system of raising 
duties upon imports 1 or is it cause for amgratidatum and triumph^ 
that we have not obtained, what we had a right to require, neither 
in the amount of the reduction, nor the time when it is to be ef- 
fected 1 Triumph in our oppression ! and greet each other with 
congratulations, when our rights are not obtained ! Sir, let us 
look into this Bill, which brings out such strange propositions^ 
and see what in reality we have gained. In the first place, the 
Tariff policy continues, under very gradual reductions, for ten 
years to come, to the year 1842. Thb is clear. It is fastened 
on one generation at least. After the year 1842, the Tariff poli- 
cy is, not abolished— no^ — ^but Congress is limited to laying duties 
upon tiie protected articles, to 20 per cent, whflst the home valu- 
ation and the payment of duties in cash, are equal to ten per cent 
more, making an aggregate of thirty per cent. To this amount * 
then, independent of the costs of importation, may manufactures 
be encouraged by the Qovemment It is true, I bear it affirmed 
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that after this iim^, we shall have obtain^ a majority in the Go^* 
vernmenty and wiU then be enabled to adjust the duties as weT 
please. Sir, this is cdl conjecture. One thing is certain, that w0 
are now in a very small minority, and that if our opponents are 
wise men, they will probably keep us there. Be this however a9 
it may, the Tariff policy is not relinquished. Our right, our con- 
stitutional right to an equal ad valorem duty upon all articles of 
importation, as laid down in our Address to the People of the 
United States, is not conceded. On the contrary, there is nothing. 
in the Bill to restrain Congress from raising the whole revenue of 
the Government, from the protected articles, to the extent of 
thirty per cent ; and many of these articles, are such as are ne* 
cessary to the poorer classes of the people ; whilst the unprotect- 
ed articles, may be free or nearly free of all taxation. The pro- 
tective policy not abandoned, and the great principles of free 
trade not affirmed, — and tins is the modification of the Tariff 
which " affords cause for congratulation and triumph !" Mr. 
President, we may sing peans of triumph if we will, and greet 
each other with congratulations, but I tell you. Sir, the People of 
this State would rather have taken the Coercion Bill with the 
battle-field, than accept of this modification. The Convention, in 
last November, had declared their rights ; and our People had 
made up their minds, to obtain them, or to perish in the effort. 
Our party up to the last fall elections polled but 25,000 votes ; 
and, I am informed, there now stands upon the Muster Roll of 
flie Volunteers 27,000 men. They had made their little arrange- 
ments to meet the crisis. They had called in their small debts ; 
some had sent their children away to the old people for protection 
and care. Some disposed of stock, or fattened their horses, and 
all prepared their arms for the contest. And now comes the com- 
promise. They ask you, if the protective policy is abandoned 1 
You answer No ! Are the principles of free trade and equal rights 
established? No! Is the Constitution restored to its integrity and 
our liberties protected? No? for here is the Bill of Blood, by 
which what little of the Constitution that was left, is scattered to 
the winds, and the sword and the purse of the Confederacy are 
placed in the hands of an msolent and brutal Dictator. Mr. Pre- 
ffident, dare we then hand them this Report, and tell them to tri- 
umph and rejoice ? Let us beware how we outrage the feelings of 
freemen. Adfd not mockery to mortification. If we must descend 
** from Qur high estate*' — ^if we must take less than our rights, and 
leave our pledge unredeemed before the world, let us act as the 
# dtuation requires. Without apology — ^without professions — firm- 
ly but reluctantly, let us bend to the necessity) which circumstan* 
ees have imposed upon US. 
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I know. Sir, it majbe said, that I do not correetly state the 
matter ; for in the Report it is alleged, that '^ the Bill recognises 
the principles, that the duties shall eventually be brought down to 
the Revenue standard even if it should be found necessary to re>- 
duce the duties on the protected articles below 20 per cent, and 
that no more money shall be raised than shall be necessary to an 
economical administration of the Government" and that "these 
provisions embody the great princi{des in reference to the subject, 
for which South Carolina has so long and earnestly contended." 
Mr. President, I am willii^ to concede that the Bill contains these 
two propositions, although they may mean one thing to our appre- 
hensions, and another in the minds of those who have the piower 
by which they must be carried into effect. Can any one believe, 
however, that the duties on protected articles will ever be less than 
the full amount allowed by the Bill 1 And what constitutes an 
economical administration of the Government 1 High compensa- 
tion is often defended, as true economy, because it obtams better 
services ; and the whole scheme of internal improvement, might 
be supported on the same ground, because it saves expenditure 
amoo^ the people. But let these pass — Suppose the Bill to 
contain these provisions in their most advantageous signification, 
yet Sff, I boldly deny that they " embody the great piinciples in 
reference to. the subject for wluch South Carolina has so long and 
earnestly contended." 

Sir, what was our complaint? It was this. That we were taxed 
unequally, and were taxed for the purpose of promotii^ the inte* 
rests of others. True it was, that in carrying out this unjust and 
unconstitutional taxation, money profligately raised, was profli- 
gately expended by the Gh)vernment ; but this was an efleet of thd 
abuse of the taxing power, not the abuse itself. True it was, that 
more money was raised than was necessary for the demands upon 
the Treasury ; but this also, was but an effect of the partial ope- 
ration of the Government in its taxation. The Government might 
raise no more money than was necessary for an economical ad- 
ministration, and might expend no more than such an administra- 
tion may require, and yet, with these limitations strictly enforced, 
might practice the grossest injustice and tyranny. Might it not 
stop all importation upon certain articles, and consequently all 
revenue from them, by making the duties prdiibitory, and then 
raise whatever money was needed for revenue, from the unpro- 
tected articles ? And even here, under this very Bill, will not many 
articles be entirely prohibited by a duty of 30 per cent, with the 
£Osts of importation 1 On all the protected articles^ may not the 
duty be kept up to this amount, and the whole revenue be thus 
raised from them ; wh\]st the whole Goverflment, might keep^itself 



strictly to the revenue atandard, that is, raise no more moneythan 
b wanted for revenue, and support an administration, as economic 
eal as we could desire 1 Sir, uus Report does not truly state '^ the 
great principles for wluch we have so long and earnestly contend- 
ed.'' In the effort to recommend the BUI of Compromise to our 
fiivour, the Committee have forgotten or laid aside, those high 
grounds of contention with our Gk)vemment, which can never be 
abandoned but with our liberties. 

Mr. President, I have one more objection to uige against this 
Report It is not an objection to an error in principle, but in pro- 
fession. In the first column, I find the following words — '^ At* 
dendy attached to the Union of these Statea^ the people of South 
Carolina, were still more devoted to the rights of the States."— 
Sir, is thiis profesaon plainly and simply true 1 If it is, let it stand. 
Since your attachment might be suspected, accumulate epithets 
to your professions. — I ask the gentlemen upon this floor, whe- 
ther they can lay their hands upon their hearts, and say, that 
they are " ardently attached to the Union of these States."— 
Why, have we not for the last seven years, been declaimii^ 
gainst this Union, as inflicting upon us oppression, and poverty^ 
and desolation 1 Ai^d have we not proved it, triumphantly proved 
it, and throughout the wide South, made common the h^h com- 
plaint, that these States of this Confederacy, by a policy as de- 
structive as it was unprincipled, were practically colonized to the 
other sections of the Unbn. ** Ardently attached to the Union 
of these States !" Where then is your talk about your Constitution 
and the rights it guarantees ? You have more than once declared 
that the Constitution was annihilated, and annihilated under the 
Union of these States. Is it now nothing — and the Union every 
ttiing without it? A consolidated despotism, by virtue of this Un- 
ion, is erected upon the ruins of the Constitution over Carolma, 
yet, we are ^^ ardentiy attached to the Union of these States !" 
Sir, let others think a,s they ma>, and act as they may, I pretend 
nut to judge ot their feelings or opinions , but I cannot palter with 
conscience or play the hypocrite. Nor can Carolina, consistent* 
ly with her honour or her truth, dissemble as to her true situation. 
I boldly dedare it, (and I believe that I express the feelmgs of the 
freemen I represent,) under the *^ Government as administered, 
I have no ardent attachment to the Union of these States." Once, 
indeed, my pulse beat high for this Union. But the days of my 
boyhood have passed away, and the bitterest fruit which the ex- 
perience of manhood has brought me, has been the knowledge of 
mj true situation, as a citizen of this Confederacy. What has 
this Union left to us 1 It has usurped the rights, and trampled on 
the independence of our native Qouiitry. It has abolished the 



beautiful system of liberty and justice, bequeathed to us by our 
fathers, in our Constitution, and has built up an armed despotism 
in its stead. The star-spangled banner no longer waves in triumph 
and glory for me. I have seen it floating over the armed instru- 
ments of a tyrant, prepared " to legalize robbery by massacre.'' 
I have heard the cannon firing from beneath it, by an empty de* 
monstration of power, to insult and degrade this untamed and yet 
free State ; and that beautiful bay, from whose waters a British Ad- 
miral was once driven in defeat and dismay by a feeble band of Ca- 
rolinians, now stands beleaguered beneath the folds of this dishon- 
oured flag. ** Ardendy attached to the Union of these States !'* 
Sir, if a Confederacy of the Southern States could now be obtain- 
ed, should we not deem it a happy termination — ^happy beyond 
expectation, of our long struggle for our rights against oppression t 
I fear that there is no longer hope or liberty for the South, under 
a Union, by which all self-government is taken away. A people, 
owning slaves, are mad, or worse than mad, who do not hold 
their destinies in their own hands. Do we not bear the insolent 
assumption by our rulers, that slave labour shall not come into 
eompetition with firee 1 Nor is it our northern brethren alone — ^the 
whole world are in arms against your institutions. Every stride 
of this Oovemment, over your rights, brings it nearer and nearer 
to your peculiar policy ; and even now, it stands, with the Bill of 
Blood in one hand, and the Sword in the other, and Carolina 
must bow her dishonoured head, and breathe forth the slavish or 
hjrpocritical profession of ^^ ardently attached to the Union of these 
States." Sir, let slaves adore and love a despotism — it is the part 
of freemen to detest and to resist it. 

[But, Mr. President, let me not be misundei stood. "^ When I 
speak of the Union I speak of it as it now is— not as it once was. 
I speak of the Union with its abuses — not as it ought to be with- 
out them. I speak of the Union without the Constitution— -de- 
stroying the Constitution, and the great principles of liberty it was 
intended by our Fathers to perpetuate and secure. For the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and the Union it was intended to 
create, I will yield to no one in my devotion and attachment It 
ha43 been for such a Union that we have struggled for yearls ; and 
the hope of reforming it, from what it is, alone has rendered our 
situation tolerable under its oppressions.] Some indeed appear to 
think, that this reform is already accomplished, and that all our 
difficulties are over with the Government of this Confederacy. 
This, Sir, is an error — a fatal error, if it forms the basis of our ac- 

* This explanation Was not in the body of the Speech, but wu spokes fifler- 
Wards, to eerreet BiMpproktdneB an to the previous part. 
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quiescence. The true nature of the Government under which we 
tive, has been, in truth, but just disclosed by the extraordinary test 
which the action of this State has applied to our institutions. We 
all indeed knew, that we were oppressed — luiconstitutionally op- 
{)ressed, by our Oovernment ; but we did not know, that oppres- 
sion was the legitimate result of its operations. We only feared, 
that it would degenerate into a consolidated despotism — ^we did 
not know, that this, in reality, was its nature. If Nullification has 
done no other good, it has at least disclosed to us a true know- 
ledge of our situation. Let gentlemen not be deceived. It is not 
the TariflF— not Internal Improvement — nor yet the JPorce Bill, 
which constitutes the great evil against which we are contending. 
These are but the symptoms of the disease— but not the disease 
itself. These are but the forms in which the despotic nature of 
the (Government is evinced, — but it is the despotism which consti- 
tutes the evil : and until this Government is made a limited Go- 
vernment, and is confined to those interests which are common 
to the whole Confederacy, there is no liberty — ^no security for the 
South. 

Mr. President, under whatever aspect we may behold our situ- 
ation — turn as we may, there are evils around us. The conse- 
quences of this Bill of Compromise do not terminate with the 
terms of the Bill. The effect of this adjustment, wise or impolitic, 
vnll carry its influence upon the moral courage and confidence of 
the i>eople. Sir, you had marked out the ground for the people 
of this State, and they had boldly marched up and pitched their 
tents upon it You told them what were their rights under the 
Constitution; and they had calmly and firmly made up their 
minds, not to take less. They were threatened by the Executive 
of the Union — they disregarded, or defied his threats. The whole 
South, recreant alike to honour and to interest, abjured their doc- 
trines and denied their rights. Their energy and courage only 
rose with their isolation. The whole Union, at one time, seemed 
to be mustering together, in one mighty rush, to lay their coun- 
try in rum and desolation. Faithful to you and to themselves, 
this noble people, with a simplicity and firmness never surpassed, 
brought their all for immolation, upon those proud altars of liber- 
ty, which their gallant fathers had erected. Suddenly a compro- 
mise is effected. Sir, when tyranny is again to be resisted, and 
the Slogan is again heard upon the wind, another compromise may 
be expected. Artifices may not be wanting to create and keep 
m activity the delusion. The Missouri question, and the compro-r 
mise g[ 'S3, will give grounds for hope and indolence. Professions 
and promises can be made, until tyranny has prepared its bbw ; 
and then itb struck, and all is lost. . 
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Mr. President, one of two courses, it appears to me, ought to 
be pursued by the State, in the situation id which she is placed. If 
my counsel were pursued, I would advise, simply a repeal oi the 
Ordinance, without assigning any reasons, and without pled^ng 
ourselves to any compromise. The State would then be at liber* 
ty, to avail herself of circumstances, and to move when an oppor- 
tunity affords, for the recovery of her r^hts. But if we must as* 
sign reasons for our course, let us endeavour to include those 
which really actuate this assembly. Some wlil vote for the repeal 
of the Ordinance, solely because they will not shoot down their 
own out-posts, and turn upon our Members of Congress. Some 
are influenced exclusively by the Virginia Mission. But whatever 
is said,, should not be said in the tone of your Report We are not 
yet vanquished and fallen. Why should we then assume the 
weak note of palliation and apology for our course 1 Let us, Sir, 
present a fair view of this Bill. L^et its advantages and disadvan- 
tages, be honestly and fairly stated to the People, and the World. 
Let our niutives be candidly avowed— *our change of position ac- 
knowledged, and by a firm and defied assertion of our rights^ 
shew that we have not abandoned them ; whilst the People should 
be taught^ from our tone and declarations, that the battle was yet 
to be fought and won, and that preparation — armed preparation^ 
«— eneigy unremitted — and vigilance, sleepless and untiring, were 
absolutely necessary to maintain their liberties. South Carolina 
must be an armed camp. She has no rights under this Gk>vem- 
ment, but what she is prepared to assert in the tented field. And 
if driven to the last alternative of the sword, by which alone all 
the liberty which man ha« ever enjoyed, has been acquired, or 
maintained, — ^let her conquer fairly, or fall nobly, with hdr brow 
unsullied with the damp of timidity, and her free arm, striking 
home to the last, for her usurped and trampled rights. 

I shall move. Sir, to lay the Report upon the table. 

Speech of IHr. Phillipfii, 

OF ALL-SAINTS. 

The opposition to the Preamble (said Mr. Phillips) arises from 
) no wish directly or indirectly to censure our Delegation, who have 

so manfully and ably fought our battles at Washington. But al- 
though under the circumstances, and with the view which thehr si- 
tuation gave them of the expediencies of the case, they may have 
acted in the best possible manner — ^have done nothing that they 
were not in some sort compelled to do, there is certainly a great 
difference between their situation and ours, especially in the eyes 
of those who believe the law, as it now stands, to be unconstitu* 
tionaL 
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Sir, are or arc not the acts of this Body of a very different cha- 
racter from any thing that could be done by our Delegation in 
Congress ? Are they not equivalent in force and effect to the Con- 
stitutbn of South Carolina itself! If in any manner this Conven- 
tion recc^nizes Clay's Bill, do we not put ourselves in a worse 
situation than before the contest began 1 Do we not by thus al- 
lowing the protective system to be executed in South Carolina^ 
make it a part of the Constitution of the State 1 If so, do we not 
separate ourselves from the other States who have jomed us in 
opposing it ? How can we ever again lift up our voices against 
it ? Shall we not be estopped by our own sovereign act 1 

I am prepared to vote for the Ordinance for reasons satisfac- 
tory to myself, although they might not be so to another. This, 
however, is mere matter of opinion — ^not of principle — and must 
vary with different men. As far as expediency goes, or a pre- 
ference of motive is concerned, I am ready — I feel it my duty — 
to yield my own views for the sake of unanimity. I should wish 
to make the ground-work of our repeal the misalon of Viiginia. 
I think it is due to her. When that great State first acted, 1 
thought her course inconsistent and tnfling — ^utterly beneath her 
dignity and the weight of the occasion. But I have since foUpd 
sufficient cause to change my mind. I now look upon it in ^ 
very different light, and believe it was of great importance as to 
the final issue of the contest 

But I am willing to lay aside this ground of action, although 
believing it to be in every point of view the proper one to be taken, 
— and only ask that the reasons of others, in which I cannot by 
any possibility concur — as with me they involve principle — shafi 
not be forced upon me, or rather that I shall not be driven to the 
necessity of voting agailkst a measure which has my decided ap- 
probation. 

I cannot perceive the necessity or advantage of noticing Clay's 
Bill in any manner. Ctd bono ? to what good end — for what 
valuable purpose shall we thus commit ourselves ? Why shall we 
thus rebuke our former proceedings on this floor 1 

I cannot, for the life of me, look on this biU as any other than 
a bill of protection. When I first read it, as it was brought for- 
ward in the Senate, I considered it to be such. The debates 
there, the newspaper comments, conversation, what I have heard 
here, in and out of the House, certainly have not altered my opi- 
nion. It is clearly and hea\aly such for 9 or 10 years. Well, com- 
pare its operation at the end of that time with the principles of 
your report and addresses of last November. You then cisdmed 
JFVee Trade. You claimed that there Should be no discriminating 
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duties : that an equal ad valorem impost should be kid on off arti^ 
cles. You then aiso asserted that 12 1-2 per cent was abundant- 
^ ly sufficient for the wants of the Government. 

Are any reasons offered why we should recede from these de- 
• clarations 1 Should we in any way sanction Trade not free, and 
duties far above what is necessary ? Is not 20 per cent duty, as a 
general rule, SO per cent by the time the consumer pays i^ and 
does it not act to that extent m protection f Have any new lights 
been received on the subject 1 

On the home valuation, as some whose opimon ought to have 
weight, considered it of little moment, I shall not insist. You must 
however add to the otherwise extravagant rate— one far exceed- 
ing the legitimate purpose of revenue — ^the effect of the cash du- 
ties. This is completely and undividedly protedium. It puts not 
a cent m the Treasury j but enh4mces the price to the consumer. 

Now leaving out the discrimination, who can doubt that this 
measure is one of protection in practice, if not in principle. " Re- 
* duction to the wants of the government" may mean any ttung you 

please. When to this you add that articles to the amount of se- 
veral millions are admitted duty free — ^that these articles are the 
non-protected, it appears to me impossible to hesitate as to the 
true nature of the Bill. 

He moved to strike out the Preamble to the Ordinance. 

Speech of Jllr. J. Id. UTilsoit) 

OF CHARLESTON. 

Mr. Wilson said he was opposed to striking out the preamble — 
it stated the grounds upon which the Ordinance rescinding the 
Ordinance of Nullification was based. The only enquiry neces- 
sary was, whether these grounds were truly set forth — and upon 
this point he challenged contradiction. It is true that some gen- 
tlemen wished the mediation of Tirginia to be recited in the pre- 
amble, as a cause for rescinding the Ordinance ; but for one he 
was prepared to say, thai mediation never could have induced him 
to rescind the Ordinance of Nullification. He might have con- 
f sented to its suspension, but to its repeal, no ! n^ver. 

He observed, that he could not agree to the positions taken by 
those that preceded him in debate — Gentlemen were for rescind- 
ing the Ordinance of Nullification, at the very moment they were 
denouncing the provisions of Mr. Clay's bill. If he could agree 
with them as to the character and bearing of that bill, he would 
be opposed not only to the preamble but to the Report and Ordi- 
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nance. But he considered Mr. Clay's bill not only a victoiy, but 
a most glorious and decided victory. It was the triumph of prin- 
ciple over New-England avarice — ^the. plunderer had been driven 
from his prey. 

He asked, if the abolition of the mnimvm and specific duties 
was not in itself a most decided victory ] But when it is taken in- 
to consideration that an ad valorem duty not to exceed twenty per 
centj is to be the highest impost to be levied ailer the year '43, 
'have we not abundant cause for congratulation ? When you, Mr. 
President, at the passage of the Tanff of '32, asked as a boon for 
the South, that no specific duty should exceed 100 per cent, you 
were promptly refused even that favor. At an eariy period of 
our wrongs, we would have gladly accepted a tariff of 25 per 
cent, and been content But the circumstances under which the 
bill passed, Mr. Wilson observed, not only made it a triumph, but 
a glorious triumph ! Let us advert to the state of our once happy 
and flourishing country, mark its rapid and early decadence^ 
view our position in the Confederacy at the passage of the law in 
question, and then we will be better able to judge of its impor* 
lance to us. It has been stated by some who have looked into the 
subject, that as a nation, the labor of South Carolina was more 
productive than that of any other nation in the world. Whether 
this be true or not, one thing is certain, the people of South Caro- 
Kna were at one time enjoying all the blessings that wealth and 
prosperity could command. Our fields were clothed with abun* 
dance — our cities were flourishing — our commerce was active — 
and mechanic labor was richly compensated. What is our pre* 
sent situation 1 Our fields are deserted, and the labor that tilled 
them, has fled to Alabama, Lomsiana and elsewhere ! Our dties 
are falling into ruins— our commerce gone — and our mechanics 
without employment. We have been in the habit, he said, of 
placing every ttung to the account of the accursed tariff, and 
whilst he admitted that much was fairly attributable to that fruit« 
ful source of injury, yet much more might be safely put down to 
the account of the continued withdrawal from the State of the 
capital accumulated by mercantile operations, to foreign coun- 
tries. One thing was certain, that at the passage of the Ordinance 
of Nullification, we had reached to such a pomt of wretchedness, 
diat life had no enjoyment for us, and we were willing to hazard 
the littie of fortune tiiat was le^ for the rights of which we had 
been deprived. 

Now, Mr. President, he said, look to the situation of the Con* 
federacy at the same time, and trace its course to the passage of 
Mr. Clay's bill. The Northern, Middle, and Western States were 
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fUmrishing Bod happy. A Prestdent, whose choiceBt uUment ia 
human blood, had just been elected, with great unanimity, for four 
years from the fourth ojtthis month. He had issued a proclama- 
tioD, in which he said he would put down our devoted Btate with 
tiie bayonet. Tliis proclamation was responded to with shoutings 
and hosannas, &om one extreme ofthe United States to the other, 
Our people were dhdded, and many were volunteering their ser- 
vices to iht tyrant The nation was out of debt The Bill of 
Blood was passing triumphautly through the forms of legislation ; 
a Bill which put the purse and the swind of the nation in the 
bands of a despot Nay, Sir, the Bill had passed. — Under this 
state of things, your Representatives in Congress, as became them, 
defied the majority, bearded Uie President, and told them that no 
more tribute should be paid in South Carolina. — What was the 
conduct of the State at nome 1 Her loyal citizens rallied around 
the Palmetto Banner, and pledged themselves to bear it ir| tri- 
umph, or die in the efi(Hl. They were not dismayed — Ibey quai- 
led not, they shrunk not from the position they had taken. When 
the authors of the Tajiff of '3S, found that that iniquitous act 
could be enforced only with the bayonet, when they ascertained 
we were not to be driven from onr purpose, when they learned 
wi^ what contempt we treated the Proclamation of their Military 
Chieftain, they then gave us a Tariff more favourable than we 
had asked and sued for, for the last ten years. And is this no 
victory 1 It is, Sir, a glorious victory I He said, he thought the 
Report of the Committee oi^ht to have assuined h^her ground 
than it did. He would have called it a decided victory. We 
migbt without vain-boastiiig or bravado, have congratulated each 
other upon the achievement Unaided and alone we gained ali 
we asked. 

The gentleman from AJLS^nts will not vote for the Preamble 
and Ordinance, because there is to be a discrimination under Mr, 
Clay's bill. Yes, Sir, there are many articles that are to he ad- 
mitted free of duty, which vrill materially benefit the South. The 
demand for our staples will be increased by it. Such a discrimina- 
tion is therefore wise. But he says all articles should pay the 
same ad valorem dtity. If, Mr. Wilson said, he had the power of 
making a Tari^ he certainly would discnminate. Not to the ex' 
tent of protection, for that is unauthorized by the Federal Con- 
stitution. It was the course of all governments, in all ages, thus 
to discriminate. Would it be wise, he asked, to put the siime ad 
eoforem iJuA/ upon a pound of Peruvian birk, and a gallon of 
West-India rum? He thought not !u the Bill imposing dutie"! on 
imports, passed in 1789, by the (ratners of the Constitution, some 
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luxuries paid a duty of 12 Uiper cent»y whilst necessaries only 
paid 2 per cent. 

Mr. Wilson concluded by observing, that the bill of Mr. Clay 
was a triumph, and what made it more acceptable to hioiy it was 
a triumph ol principle over avarice and extortion. 

Gen. Hamilton's Speech. 

Mr. Wilson was succeeded by Gren. Hamilton, who smd that 
if he could believe that the Preamble recited any facts not strictly 
true, he would certainly not only concur with the gentleman from 
All-Saints, (Mr. Phillips,) in his motion to strike out, but go fur- 
ther, and vote against the whole Ordinance of Repeal. 

What were the affirmations in the Preamble? Why, " that the 
Congressof the United States have made such a reduction and 
modification of the duties, as amount substantially to a reduction 
of the imposts to the revenue standard, and that no higher duties 
shall be laid than may be necessary to defray the economical ex- 
penditures of the Government" Are not these postulates true 7 
Let any man examine the Compromise Bill, and he would find 
that the recitals in the Preamble were m^ fact almost in toHdem 
verbis quotations from the act itself. 

Through a series of nine years, ^too long he readily adnutted,) 
(he law provides for a gradual fall of the duties to the revenue 
standard, accomponied by a stipulation, that they should, at the 
expiration of that period, be arranged on the basis of an economic 
cal administration of the expenditures of the Government. When 
the duties shall have reached this level, they may descend lower 
than 20 per cent, but cannot exceed it — ^And the scale by which 
they are thus to be finally graduated, is to be fumished by the 
wants of the Government, and these wants are to be estimated 
by a regard to its economical expenditures. 

Gen. Hamilton said, he could add nothing to the very able and 
satisfactory view taken of this subject by the gentleman from St 
Phillip's and St MichaePs, ^Mr. W3son,) who had just addressed 
the Convention. He had given a just analysis of the financial 
features of the act, and lefl him but no more than to unite with 
him in the sentiment that if its provisions were not in all respects 
satisfactory, it fumished a just occasion for congratulation to that 
party in South Carolina, who, against fearful odds, had been able 
to accompfish even so much, for the industry and public liberty of 
the countiy. 

So far from cavilling at our Delegation for voting for the Bill, 
he recognized the strong moral and political necessity of their ac- 
quiescence in the adjustment It was substantially what South 



CareEm, for ten years, had affirmed as the b&ffls of an accomnw- 
dation to which she was wiUin^to assent You, Sir, (addresahig 
Got. Ha]me,) recollect both m 1834 and 1828, when we breast- 
ed the storm side by aide, in the great conflicts that took place at- 
' those ill-starred cycles of legislative profligacy and abandonment, 
that we then as humble suppliants for justice, would have closed 
with Mr. Cambi;eling'a propositioQ, ailer providing for a list of free 
articles, that the revenue should settle down ou an ad valorem 
basis of 25 per cent Mny we not now, when no longer suppli- 
ants, but witii arms in our hands, not begging justice, but de- 
manding it, accept a fiu- more favorable adjustment An adiust* 
ttient tluit looks to an ulterior rec<^ition of the great principlet 
for wUch we have been conteoding ! 1 have said in the accepl- 
snce of the compromtse our delegation acted on an irresistible po> 
Utical and moral necessity — 1 say this emphatically, for if they 
bad declined Uie compromise in the face of the united and earnest 
■olicitation of the whole of our frieiidain Congress from the other 
Southern States, we should have cut ourselves off even from the 
rfmpathy of these States, and have been left to have prosecuted 
a Btrug^e thus hopeless, with the whole force of the embodied 
public opinion of the South against us. 

It is true that nine years are too long, and twen^ per cent too 
much. But in these particulars we have made concession to the 
interests of the maDufacturers which cannot fail now the ultimate 
principle is both recc^^ed and secured to redound to our ho- 
nour, showing unequivocally that we do not desire a prostration 
of the prosper!^ even of those who have been our worst enenues. 
In these concesnons we have probably surrendered five per cent, 
and in time about two years, considerations that are utterly value- 
less in comparison with the pacification of this deeply vexatiou* 
and agitating question. As an o£bet even to these objections, we 
must take into account the salutary compensation which we deri- 
ted from the ultimate abandonment of the specific duties and mi* 
nimums, under the frauds of which whilst we have nominally pud 
« duty of 37 or 40 per cent, vre in fact have submitted to an im- 
post of 160 OT 60 per centum. 

The solemn stipulation too that the ulterior rate of duty is to 
be graduated by an economical administratkm of the enienditaires 
of me Government, will cut off that monstrous fungus oi^the Ame- 
rican System, which has been sapping the v%or of the South-* 
Internal Improvements ; and " abolish quite" that still more 
monstrous financial anomally of our paternal administration, a 
Airplus revenue, which mews a rdi^ry perpetrated oa Peter to 
pa; Pant. 
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Nor ought we to be insensible to the invigoration which the 
commeFce of the South must receive, not alone whilst the duties 
are passing through the series of their fall to their ultimate de- 
clension (to avoid this very surplus) but from the large and valu* 
able list which are added to the free articles, which in the ex* 
changes of the country are engaged almost exclusively in the 
purchase of the staples of the South. Articles, the value of which 
cannot be much short of fifteen or twenty millions. 

It is quite true we have not obtained all that we asked, or ra- 
ther as much as we desired. It will not do for men in the practi- 
cal concerns of life, to go entirely for abstractions, or to push our 
own ends to that extreme verge by which all that harmony and 
accommodation which are inbred and form the very essence of 
social compromise in this world, are set at nought, or put dow» 
as of trivial moment. 

Amidst stupendous difficulties we have triumphed. If we had 
been united at home — ^if the South had been true to herself, our 
TOtory would have been overwhelming and complete. The bat- 
tie for Free Trade and State Rights we should never have bad to 
%ht again. As it is, after gaining ground and an advantageous 
truce, the contest may, by the want of good faith on the part of 
our opponents, have to be renewed, but if it is renewed, our mo- 
ral as well as phyncal strength will be vastly alimented. Long 
befc»e that period arrives, the base and servile spell of idolatry to 
file present Executive, will have been broken, and even a con- 
temporary age will have recorded the sentence which is destined 
to rest on his escutcheon; The great agricultural States of the 
Bouth-west must be in alliance with us on the great principles of 
Free Trade, and the South will present an unbroken front rising 
with firesh and Antean vigor from the violated faith of the com- 
pact, on the part of our adversaries. 

Sir, there is neidier dishonour nor inconsistency in our accept** 
ance of this compromise. It commits us no iurther than the good 
Jbsth of our opponents may extend. It leaves us free to determine 
what rate of duty, even under twenty per cent, shall at the expi- 
ration of nine years, be equal to the just wants of the government 
In tile mean time, it gives us peace and harmony. The boon has 
been won by our sturdy resistance, and now at this very instant 
South Carolina accepts it, not as a suppliant on a bended knee, 
but with her lance couched, and not a feather quivering in her 
plume* 
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Remarks of Illr* Tiimbiill, 

OF CHARLESTON. 

After Gen. Hamilton had spoken, the question was postpone! 
to the next day. When it was agam taken up, on the 15th, Mr. 
TuRNBULL addressed the Convention in a short speech, and ur* 
ged, with his accustomed power of argument, the various reasons 
that concurred to press the acceptance of this bill of compromise. 
— He ended with the following expressions: "Will gentle* 
men," he said, " still cry out that little had been done, in the 
face of all this ? Is it little to have tamed the pride of this arrogant 
Federal Government? Is it little to have stopped the headlong 
profl^acy, that was hurrying your institutions into the gulph of 
despotism 1 Is it little to have put a bit in the teeth of the Tariff- 
mongers ? Is it little to have foiled the barbarian fury of Greneral 
Jackson ? For this little State to have achieved all this, was sure- 
ly prodigious. With but owr one-gun^haXtery of J^vUificaJtum^ we 
have driven the enemy jrcm his moorings^ compelled him to slip his 
cabky and put to sea,^^ 

Remarks ofllEr. Philips, 

OF ALL-SAINTS. 

Mr. Philips said, " That the discussion respecting the proprie- 
ty of suspending the action of the State, was a very unexpected 
one to him, and certainly had nothing to do with the question he 
had raised, which was, whether in rescinding the Ordinance, they 
would sanction Clay's Bill, and force those ^ho could not do 
that to vote against the measure altogether. It was an attempt 
to conciliate, or perhaps a petition to be allowed to do what the 
petitioners thought to be their duty. 

Some of those present wish to vote for the rescinding of the 
Ordinance, but they are by no means willmg to ha.ve reasons, and 
those reasons in their belief worse than inexpedient, put into their 
mouths. 

It has been asked, rather tauntingly, what objection gentlemen 
could have to the preamble ? The very simple one, that they think 
it wrong and mischievous. If chains are to be henceforth worn, 
they think there is no necessity to rattle them. 

He said he had made no attempt to attaclk the views or feelings 
of any one: an appeal had been made, it was hoped, without any 
thing savoring of arrogance or pretension, for tne boon of being 
allowed to act according to what appeared to him to be right. — 
He felt how insignificant a matter his vote, or his opinions, might 
be on the present occasion, and he felt it painfiilly when he found 
tke enforcement of reasons which he considered of vital impor- 



S6 

tance to eventual succefls, had fiadlen into hands so unpractised aa^ 
his own. In addition to this, the motion was opposed by talents 
for .which he had the highest respect, rendered efficient by |)rac- 
tice and experience. Yet whatever maybe the superiority of abi* 
lities enlisted against it, the question is one ia wUch authority can 
\)G of no avail. Were the Archangel Michael on the floor, I could 
not lay principle at his feet I should feel and recollect tiiat even 
an Archangel was liable to error, and had fallen, and at any rate, 
if I am wrong, I am wrong with this body last November. 
, Here Mr. P. read some passages from the proceedings of the 
last session of the Convention, and went into a consideration of 
his views as formerly expressed. 

He said that the " amelioration" of the Tariff was no part of 
the question before the House, nor any dollar and cent view of 
the case whatever. This sort of argument, by the bye, was what 
we had all along been blaming in our opponents, and whether 
good or bad, was now nothiiiig to the purpose. The question is, 
will you 8(mcti4m a bill for prelection 1 He would assert, without 
fear of contradiction from any man, understanding the subject, 
that it was such. 

What is incidental protection? Certamly not that afforded bj 
discriminating duties, which is protection in its most poative shape. 
It is that indirect advantage derived from equal ad valorem dutiibs 
on dll articles, raising to that extent the price of the foreign pro- 
ductions. 

He did not deny — ^he never had denied — ^the advantages of tho 
bill Thev had been obvious to him from the first One, how- 
ever, which had been much relied on, is in the very face of the 
doctrines we profess. He alluded to the free entry of silks and 
linens. For thi^ however, we pay very sufficiently in more than 
one other way. 

It is used as an argument on this motion also, that Nullification 
is triumphant Well, be it so, he had never denied that He be- 
lieved without the Ordinance we are now about to rescind. Clay's 
bill never would have passed — ^but what is that to the question 1 
In the very moment of success, are we to turn round and sanc- 
tion the very doctrines over which we have triumphed ? 

He would trouble the Convention with but one further remark. 
He would refer it to the experience whichevery man present had 
gained for himself and to the information he nad acquired from 
history, whether the moment of real or fancied triumph is not die 
indst dangerous period in the life of the mdividual, or the histonr 
of a nation. Firmly believing thi3 himSfBlf, h^ could not but ea& 
on the Convention to beware I 



■^=-^— -" - 



&7 
flpeeeh of Judge Bicliarikoii« 

Mr. Phillips was followed by Judge Richardson, who set out, 
by saying, that he approved so entirely the enacting clause of the 
Ordinance, that he might eyea have uiuted Bis objections to ihft 
preamble^ U'that question had not been set cm foot oy others. 

He regretted that the Convention could not content itself with 
the act, about which all seemed to agree ; that it should have 
been thought necessary to join, to that act, reasons^ upon which 
we were certain to differ. 

If preambles were to be employed, they should, at least, per* 
form the proper business of a preamble. They should strongly 
and succinctly set forth the great motives to the Liegislative act : 
and, above all things, Aey fthould always found themselves, a^ 
strictly as possible, upon perfectly correct facts. They should 
recite nothing that is not perfectly just. 

Yet your preamble contains, among the chief facts that it alle- 
ges, two, that are palpably incorrect 

Its first statement is this — '^ that Congress has made such a re* 
duction and modification of the duties upon foreign imports," af 
brings them down to a revenue standard. 

I ask. Gentlemen, is. this so 1 Are the duties reduced, already, 
to a revenue standard 1 I believe, if the act is consulted, it wil} 
be found, that no reduction happens tiU the SOtk of December next ; 
that it is, even then, but a very partial reduction : that, upon one 
important article of Southern consumption-^low priced Plains — 
the duties have been raised 45 per cent ; in short, that tUs entire 
** reduction and modification" is future, and cannot, therefore, 
be spoken of, in the terms that you employ. 

The 2nd statement, in the preamble, seems to me litde better 
founded. It is that the duties are, by the act, ^^ brought down Uf 
a revenue etandard?^ 

In this declaration, I cannot, after the most careful and dispas? 
sionate investigation, that it was possible for me to give, by an^ 
means concur. If I in any sort underst&nd the true merits of this 
compromise, they fall short oi what the preamble attributes to 
them*. I cannot, witii the utmost effort of my viuon, perceive 
that this modification reaches a revenue point. I grant that it is 
a step towards it ; the second great step. For the reduction of 
last year was another, and the first, 

I am far from believing diat even your ultimate rate of 20 per 
per cent, (wluch you are only to reach in 1842) will then be low 
enough. I am willing, however, to accede to vcMur present steps, 
because the late act has really doi^e much. I regard it as tne 
intifptm pf tbe^Dverthcow of tb^ American syiteiKu It is propf of 
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Ihat change, on which I had always relied — ^the chaise of public 
Ofttuion. Tins is its true effect — ^no more. 

nir. McDuffie's Reply. 

Mr. McDuffie said, that it had not been his intention to speak 
upon this question. The remarks of the gentleman from Spar- 
tanburg compelled him to take the floor. 

That gentleman objects to the preamble, as asserting '* that a 
reduction had been made." If the gentleman had been good 
enough to read that to which he objected, he would have seen 
&aX it asserts no such thing. 

The words run thus, " Whereas, the Congress of the United 
States, by an act recently passed, has made such a reduction and 
modification of the duties upon foreign imports, as amounts, sub- 
stantially, to an ultimate reduction of the duties to a revenue 
standard." 

But, were it even as the gentleman supposed, what would be 
the common understanding of the words 1 — Would any man ap- 
prehend them, as conveying what was not true ? I heard that ve- 
ry gentleman, last summer, speak in the very same form of the 
act of 1832, which had certainly not then gone into force. He 
then said *^ that act had reduced the duties to the extent of be- 
tween six and twelve millions." 

His first objection, therefore, becomes a mere verbal criticism 
— a technical quibble. 

As to his second, let us see if the act does provide for an ulti- 
mate reduction of the duties to a revenue standard. 

That principle is distinctiy laid down in the Bill ; and it is join- 
ed to the further declaration, that no more revenue shall be raised 
than is necessary to defray the economical expenses of the Go- 
vernment These, with a system o( ad valorem duties, and a class 
of free articles, make the general principles c^the BilL 

Any)ng the articles made free, in December next, are the very 
important ones of Hnens, silks, and worsted goods : classes of com- 
modities exceedingly important to us; and which will give us, 
beyond aQ question, exchanges for our particular productions! 
amounting to at least 15 millions of dollars per annum. Linens, 
most especially, are strictly an article of Southern trade ; and all 
these would be paid for, by our productions only. 

If this reduction do not go into immediate effect, is it not ag 
speedy «ls any of which the gentieman can shew me an example. 
Was an instant reduction ever seen ? Was such a thing ever clsisnr 
«d 1 Could it be made, without ruin to the commercial interest. 

If the gentleman will examine, I assure him that he will find 
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fbe reduction, on the protected articles only, which i» to happen 
in December next, between 3 and 5 millions ; besides 10 per 
eent, general, on the receipt of duties of all such unprotected ar* 
tides, as pay more than 20 per cent. 

Surely, then, all these advantages made the BDI not entirely 
unfit to be compared with that of 1852*, which this gentleman and 
and lus friends magnified, ^^ as the best of all possible bills*' — a» 
a bill that it waaa species of impiety, not to fall down and wor- 
ship. 

What is our present position, as to tliis question, compared to 
our former one ? Four years since, what said your popular Pre- 
sident 1 — the man who, from the boundless ascendency of popu- 
lar favor, wields the whole fotce of your democracy 1 He said that 
a system, for the purposes of protection alone, would never, in 
this country, be abandoned — " that tWs was neither to be expect- 
ed, nor desired.'* 

What said he, once again ? " That no arrangement of the du- 
ties could ever be expected to take place, which would not always 
leave a large surplus revenue in the treasury.** 

I ask the gentieman, where is no;w the man who would dare 
say this t There is not such an one in Congress. Even Mr. 
Webster, the boldest champion of the system, now shrinks from 
such an avowaj, and cowering before the strength of our princi- 
ples, admits that only such revenue may be raised, as the econo- 
mical administration of the Government requires. 

How would he have been regarded, four years ago, who set up 
even a claim to this principle 1 Sir, he would have been treated 
as a mere madman — a political Quixotte. 

But ** this,** it seems, " is but the second step.** So says the 
honorable member, whose opinion I can little expect to shake.— 
My own, however, made up on a close view of all the facts, is utter- 
ly opposite : and I here solemnly declare, in the presence of 
Grod, that the act of 1832 would never have been touched, ex- 
cept for the acts of this State. Sir, the fact was avowed to me, 
by an Union member of this State — one of the most distinguished 
of his party, and high in the confidence of the President. 

But the gentieman refers all reduction to the agency of the 
Executive. Has he forgotten when, only last summer, we were 
told, with the utmost pomp of statements ahnost under the great 
seal, " That the Tariff was completeiy brought down to the wants 
of the Government 1'* Can he not remember how these were he- 
ralded to us here, for purposes that I need not now mention? 
Why, Sir, all the world knows, that this Tariff of 1832 was a; 
iacksoGi Tariff* Upon that Tariff was he voted for— -ugon that 
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Tariff elected. Think you, Sir, that his last message would hav6< 
been sent, if his election had been then depending? Never ! No, 
Sir. That Tariff, not yet put in execution, was his ; and, as such, 
openly avowed, as the final settlement of the question. Every 
man, who refused to accept, was denounced. It was the test, 
the very bond of Jacksonism ; held up as such, to the whole host 
of the timid or the conupt ; and reverently lossed, as, the new 
covenant of faith, by aU who aspired to be the friends of the Pre- 
sident. 

Within a little three inbnths, lo ! he comes to us, with a mes« 
sage to recommend a reduction of the duties !— of duties not yet 
gone into effect — of duties, just now clamorously proclaimed to 
have been reduced to their lowest possible rate — of duties, to be 
content with which had just now been the very test of Jack- 
sonism! 

And what was the high motive that urged him to this 1 I speak 
it with regret, for the President, and with shame, for the country ; 
but I only speak what I know, when I say that he did it, to crush 
the party that he hates, in this State. He did it, that he might be 
able to hold up these declarations to them and say, ^* Audacious 
Rebels ! look what Andrew Jackson has said ! Tutors that you 
are! why did you not wait ?* 

To this, it was impossible for us to reply, unless humbly, in 
such a sort as this. *' How, may it please your Majesty, was it 
possible for us to guess this 1 Was it easy to divine that you,—' 
the Ajax of the Tariff just adopted, were, in the next moment to 
turn its destroyer 1 What, but the spirit of prophecy^ or of omni« 
science, could have foreseen a course so devious V* 

As for Clay's Bill, I voted for it, with strong reluctance. I did 
not regard it as doing enough. On tins question, my peculiat 
views are well known to be different from those of the chief part 
6f the Southern country. Had I consulted them alone, I should 
have siud *^ accept only of uniform ad vahrem duties." I did not, 
however, think that my particular personal opinions should be 
forced upon the South ; and I acquiesced in the undivided wishes 
of ourfnends. 

It is true that what has been obtained must be regarded as, in 
some sense, an achievement. Itis,forthemoment, a victory. But 
it is only such, if the people, now awakened refuse to let it lull 
them even into an instant's security. There is, in this general go* 
vemment, a proclivity to consolidation, that nothing except the most 
resolute watchfubiess can stay. The Southern States are made, 
by their peculiar position and institutions, the centinels of the & 
berties of this confisderaey. Were I to dk this night, my lail 
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words should be, to bid them act, as if the day were at hand, 
when they must defend their freedom. 

Strong as is the present cause of contest, and powerful as is the 
necessity that compels us to maintain this battle, a yet deeper 
cause, bringing with it a still more imperious necessity of resist- 
ance, lies beneath the present question. We were threatened 
with it, even at this session, and in the very midst of questions, 
that already asked the whole wisdom and moderation of the coun^ 
try to appease them. They told us, openly, that we must pay for 
the vice in our institutions : that the free labour of the North 
must not — shall not be degraded to the same footing with the 
slave labour of the South. 

If, then, I am disposed to accept this compromise, it is with a 
distinct annunciation to our people, that their zeal, their courage,, 
their vigilance, must not be abated ; nor must they, for a single 
instant, intermit their military preparations. 1 tell them, that we 
have greater need to be prepared to defend ourselves against 
these people, than against a foreign enemy. I have heard them^ 
cfven in Congress, talk openly of attacking us ; and that, in a man- 
ner, with an exultation — that would render fiends themselves as 
fit confederates for us, as these men. 

Without such preparation, and without a strong nulitary spirit 
no people ever yet maintained its liberties. But all our peculiar 
circumstances — all our institutions — render a thorough system of 
defence absolutely indispensable to our safety, as well as free- 
dom. Our Militia should be as well trained as the armies of 
Napoleon. 

It is, besides, possible that this accommodation — ^this compro- 
mise — may not be respected. As that compromise should be our 
very utmost concession, we must hold ourselves ready to take the 
most decided steps, the instant that it is violated. 

As for the Force Bill, it is clearly an attempt to vest in the 
President all authority whatsoever. Gigantk; aa are the powers 
that it gives, he knows full well how to eke them out with sup- 
plementary violence, if an occasion ever should arise, that could, 
by chance, render a yet wider discretion necessary. Of his skill 
and moderation, in construing the law, we have no unapt exam- 
ple in his notion of hanging the Hartford Convention, wader the 
%d sectian. 

The powers now conferred upon him are far more than dicta- 
torial. Rome, it must ))e remembered, never appointed a Dicta- 
tor except in the very last public necessity, when the existence of 
the State was threatened. Here it is done for much more than 
a year, and upon a mere question of the Revenue laws. 

6 
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Finally, to compare thig bill with Mr. Verplanck's, which the 
Presidential party attempt to place above it, as far better for the 
South. This Bill has the principle of equal duties. Mr. Ver- 
planck's had no principle whatever. In thk the mimmwns are to- 
tally abolished ; in that, a number of specific duties were retain- 
ed. In tins, there is no heavy burden on the great articles of 
consumption. In that, those very articles are heaped with extra- 
vagant duties. 

As to the reduction under the present bill, it must not be over- 
looked, that the lai^est annual diminutions are made to fall pre- 
cisely on those things which are taxed the most." 

Judge O'lVeale's Speech. 

The Ordinance, Nullifying the Revenue Collection or Force BOl, being under 
consideration, and a motion having been made tb strike out the clause ordain- 
ing an Oath of Allegiance to the StatOf Judge O'Nxale, (from Newberry,) 
advocated the motion. — 

He set out by referring to the conciliatory observations of the 
Delegate from St. Peter's, (Gen. Hamilton,) made on a proposi- 
tion on the day before to postpone the consideration of the Ordi- 
nance until this day. He said that he highly appreciated these 
remarks, as the indications of a disposition to restore internal 
tranquillity and domestic peace. This result he hoped might be 
attained by a frank and cordial exchange of opinions on this floor. 
The time, and the situation of the State demanded it, and from 
the feeling which had been manifested by the Delegate from St. 
Peter's, the demand would not be in vain. 

The feelings he, said, of himself and his friends had partaken 
more of sorrow than of anger, in the civil dissensions and internal 
broils of the past year. None could more bitterly regret the un- 
fortunate divisions in politics which had rudely torn asunder the 
ties of consanguinity and friendship : and which had substituted 
party ra^e for the religion of peace even in the temples of God. 
He had friom the beginning looked upon the political storm then 
in its approach, which had now passed over us, with feelings not 
of fear for its consequences to himself, but to the State. Its de- 
solating effects would, be was then persuaded, be found in build- 
ing up party dbtinctions, which would for years leave the State 
powerless at home, by being divided against herself If he could 
DC the means now oi ending these divisions— of aUaying the an^ 
gry feeling of political excitement, he should esteem himself most 
fortunate. A native of Carolina, he had no wish but for her ho- 
nour and happiness ; all the offices which he had ever held he had 
received bom her kindness ; and all his future expectations were 



from her. The safety and the honor of the State were therefore 
the first wish of his heart Though in a small minority in the 
body which he was addressing, yet he felt that honesty of pur- 
pose and purity of design, were more than numbers ; and as a 
freeman standing on the soil of his birth, that the expression of his 
laews was due both to himself and to Uie people who had gene- 
rously committed their rights to his keeping. To the people of 
, South Carolina who have been always distinguished for magna- 
nimity, he felt that whatever he should say for the purpose of re- 
moving causes of discontent at home, would not be altogether in 
vain. 

As to the " Act further to provide for the collection of duties 
on imports," no one regretted its passage more than he did. It 
is the only thing which could keep up the discontents of the past 
year for die ensuing one. Some of its provisions he thought un- 
wise, and the third section he believed to be unconstitutional — 
But he said he could not vote for the Ordinance to nullify it.— 
Nullification he believed to be wrong m principle : and notwith- 
standing he should feel himself sitting as a State Judge bound to 
give effect to the civil remedy of this or the past Ordmance, yet 
it would be on the ground that it was passed in the exercise of a 
levolutionary not a constitutional right. This constituted in his 
mind a conclusive objection to Nullification. For while it pro- 
fesses to be the bearer only of the sword of constitutional justice , 
it may unsheath the sword of civil war. And thus wUle the cry 
is peace, peace, we may find that the cry is deception, and war 
the most aesokitiog and exterminating the consequence. 

To this Oidinance he had other objections. The occa«on 
which gave rise to the act had passed away, its provisions would 
therefore have no application to the state of things which would 
ensue on the repeal of your former Ordinance of nullification. — 
He said he concurred fully in the observation which had been 
made a few days before by the delegate from Clairmont, (Mr. 
Miller,) that it would remain a dead letter on the Statute Book. 
It was therefore unnecessary that this Ordinance should be pass- 
ed. And altiiough its passage would be an act for whicn he 
should not be in any shape responsible, yet he should regret it as 
an act calculated both to subject the State to the censure of giv- 
mg way to rage instead of exercising a lofty forbearance, and 
])reventing what is desirable to all, its repeal at the ensmng ses* 
sion of Congress. For it cannot be disguised that twenty-three 
out of twenty.four of the States of this Union have denounced 
nullification. Your Ordmance being in direct opposition to their* 
opinion of constitutional right, may prevent the repeal of the acti. 
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For 'i£ repealed after it, it might be claimed as an implied admiis* 
sion of constitutional nullification. To avoid this, the act may be 
left untouched by Congress^ and thus constitute the very prece- 
dent which you are desirous of avoiding. Protest against it, if 
you please, in any terms, and you attain your end as well as if 
you nullify it. You thus have on record your objections to it The 
repeal of it, if the latter course is pursued, is inevitable : there 
will then be no excuse for continuing a law, when the cause of 
its enactment, and the subject upon which its provisions were to 
operate, have ceased. 

These remarks, he said he knew, were not directly applicable 
to the motion before the Convention, but he preferred to make 
them then, and thus avoid the necessity pf tresspassing further on 
its attention. 

He said he hoped the motion to strike out would prevail. 

The Oath of Allegiance proposed by the Ordinance seemed 
to him to be utterly unnecessary : and was only calculated to 
keep up dissentions among ourselves, for no possible public good. 
He said that allegiance to the United States, consisted in obedi- 
ence to the Constitution of the United States^ and of the State. 
There was no other allegiance that he was aware of. For the 
people themselves are the ultimate source of power, and of neces- 
sity they are, when they resume their delegated powers, the sove- 
reign. It would be absurd to speak of swearing the sovereign to 
be true to himself. The Constitutions are the declared will of the 
people, as to the manner in which the Government should be ad- 
ministered, and these constitute the law paramount or sovereignty 
to which our obedience is challenged, and by which our duty is 
defined and regulated. The oath prescribed by our Constitution 
imposes this duty on every public officer. What more ought ta 
be required f — h is not pretended by the advocates of this meat- 
sure that the oath now proposed should set up the States govern- 
ment above the Constitution of the United States, or discharge 
the citizens from their duties under it If this be so, can you per- 
oeive any oath better or more simple than the constitutional oath ? 
This is merely additional and not amendatory — ^what new duties 
does it impose 1 I am at a loss to discern any on its face. Alle- 
^ance to Ae State certainly consists m *^ protecting, preserving, 
and defending the Constitution of the United States, and of the 
States." An abjuration of allegiance inconsistent with allegiance 
to the State, will still leave the duties of the citizen to the consti- 
tutbn of the United States, exactly as they stand now. Where 
then can any necessity exist for this additional oath 1 There caB 
be none. 
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He said he was aware that in other States oaths of allegiance { 

similar to that under consideration were required. But it ought 
to be remembered, that in Massachusetts, the oath prescribed 
constitutes the only one ; it is not as this would be, additional to 
an oath to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the 
United States, and the States. It is regarded as covering, in ge- 
neral terms, exactly what our constitutional oath specifies. 

The Virginia oath of allegiance is nearly in terms with the one 
proposed by your Ordinance. But it was adopted during her re- 
volutionary struggle, and has been continued ever since, more 
from her indisposition to part with any of her ancient relics, than 
from any other cause. For I presume that no Vii^nian ever 
supposed that that oath discharged him from any alle^ance to the 
Constitution of the United States. It was believed to be equiva- 
lent to swearing him to preserve, protect, and defend the Consti- 
tution of the United States, and of the State. Like Virginia, he 
said he was unwilling to part with any of our ancient relics ; our 
Constitutional oath was the result of the wisdom of '76, and he 
would be unwilling to set up the innovating spirit of the present 
age in its place. 

Massachusetts, in 1779, adopted an oath of allegiance, which is 
minute and special, but which does not contain any thing which 
our own Constitutional oath does not convey with great clearness. 
This was amended in 1821, in form following : I, A. B. do so- 
lemnly swear, that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitu- 
tion thereof, so help me God.'' — ^This is her only oath of office, 
and was it ever pretended that her public officers were not bound 
by the Constitution of the United States ? 

It is but another form of expressing what our oath of office 
has abundantly better expressed. For aHe^ance and obedience 
are the same thing : and both are fulfilled to the State, and the 
United States, in preserving, protecting, and defending the Con- 
stitutions of both. Neither can be fulfilled by clinging to one and 
rejecting the other. At the present time, the agpltation of this 
question is unfortunate; public excitement prevents any thing 
like dispassionate examination. Action in passion is always er* 
roneous. You fancy a necessity when none exists ; you act has- 
tily and therefore erroneously. When the public mind is inflamed^ 
it IS unsafe to establish fundamental regulations. They will par- 
take of the character of the excitement They vrill be regarded 
as the act of a party in power, and not of the people. Your of- 
fice is to give peace to the people instead of our past agitations. — 
It is what they expect. The quarrel with the General Govern- 
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ment being ended, it is time that we should cease to quarrel and 
divide among ourselves. 

In the provisions of our present Ordinance, you propose to 
give to the Governor, the power of appointing to all offices, ex* 
cept that of judge, where the officer elected refuses to take the 
oath. What is this but depriving the people of their elective fran- 
chise ? It is not as the delegate from St. Peter's said, a self denial 
of office on the part of the officer. It is denying to the people 
the right to choose whom they will to serve them. It is saying to 
them you must think as we do, or officers shall be given to you 
whom you would not have to exercise rule over you. 

The administration of unnecessary oaths to die people, is cor* 
rupting and debasing. Oaths of allegiance are the proper engines 
of the despot — ^they may be necessary to his safety. They can- 
not be necessary in free governments, which depend exclusively 
as ouPs does, and ought, on the a£fections of the people. But 
what security do they a£ford to the rulers against the ruled 1 The 
history of Europe for the last fifty years answers, none ! How of- 
ten, and in vain, have oaths been administered to the French 
people since the commencement of their revolution. They were 
vain efforts to chain the spirit of liberty, which had again and 
again, and will forever, burst the fetters of bondage. 

This community is eminently a religious one. Can any man 
possessing the religion of peace, at this time be willing to force on 
his brother, of an opposite party, an oath which he may think 
wrong ? Surely not. — He may reason with him, persuade mm, but 
not attempt to force him. He ought to be willing to defer it, un- 
til his own error or that of his brother may be removed by calm 
and dispassionate reflection. 

The call of thb body was special, it was intended merefy for 
the purpose of nullifying the Tariff acts. At your former session 
you refused, and I thought wisely, to take up any subject not im- 
mediately connected with that subject. You refused even to hear 
propositions to amend the Constitution. What is the Oath of 
Allegiance now proposed, but an amendment of the Constitution 1 
You ought not therefore in consistency to touch it. — ^Leave the 
Constitutbn m this respect, to be amended according to its forms, 
and you will prevent discontent and party division. You will then 
have the matter fully considered by the people, and the change^ 
if any is desired, wiU be acquiesced in by every one. Adopt it 
now, and you open again the dooi to a continual party strife 
among ourselves. 

At present, no one here knows what are the wishes of the peo- 
ple on this subject : they have not given any expression of their 
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will upon it If you now act for them, you are liable to do more 
than Uiey wish. 

In concluuoo, iie said, he must press upon gentlemen to con- 
nder, that if this motion prevails, there will follow a perfect resto- 
ration of good feeling between the parties in this State, now so 
unhappily alienated from each other. If, on the contrary, it ftula, 
and the clause is retained, the discord already existing cannot but 
grow still hercer. For the sake of harmony, he hoped that the 
motion would prevail ; and diat the majority would be willing to 
leave the matter to be acted on by the present and the succeedmg 
legislature, without any directions from this body. 

Speech of Jadg:e Harper. 

Judge Harper followed Judge O'Neale. He perfectly con- 
curred with the gentleman, (he said) in his wish for harmony. — 
He should even (since that would he invidious) forbear to enqiure, 
how these discords ori^nated. 

The gentleman bad touched upon two questions, the Ordinance 
and the Oath. It has been ai^ued, not by the gentleman, but 
elsewhere, as to the first, that Nullification is odious ; that it is not 
believed in as a constitutional resort, in any State but ours ; that 
its use, questionabte at best, must be doubly inexpedient, against a 
nugatory bill, a bill not intended for practice. 

Be it, if the gentleman pleases, that Nullification is otar bant- 
lii^ ; are we to abandon it, because, perchance, others may not 
find its features fair 1 

But, wr. It has not yet been shewn, on any side, that ours is not 
the proper remedy. And wh;)t, in proof of this, is the federal ar- 
gument against you 1 It is a denial of your sovereignty itself; a 
demal, wluch amounts to an admission, that, if your State posses- 
ses sovereign powers, this remedy is legitimate. 

I have said that they deny your sovereignty, and so it clearly 
is ; altiiough they all the while dignify your State with the empty 
term of a King, of which they refuse her every real faculty. The 
sovereignty, which they attribute to you. Is a merely titular one ; 
about as substantial as the English monarch's title of "King of 
France," or that of the other potentate, who writes hunself " Kng 
of Jerusalem." 

The process by which all this is accomplished, ia not less ad- 
mirable than its result is noble. They first grant the State to be 
sovereign. To that first point of orthodoxy, it costs them little to 
be true. For, no sooner have they assented to this, than they 
Jinoceed to chum a hke sovereignty for the Geueral Government; 
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from which it follows that, ance there can be no real divisbn of 
sovereignty, these very people, who thus attempt to give you a 
twin-sovereignty, a double allegiance, universally end, by that 
which they set out with denying, and, of these two sover- 
eignties, make one supreme, the other inferior, that is no sover- 
eignty at all. 

How real and how just is this notion of the divisibility of sover- 
eignty, is thus perpetually seen^ in the result of the doctrine. It 
universally sets out, to shew that there are twenty-five sovereign- 
ties. It ends, as invariably, in shewing that, of these twenty-five, 
twenty-four have no power whatever but that of obeying the twen- 
ty-fifth. 

Another set of arguers, more adventururous still, deny that the 
States ever were sovereign. Their historical skill is just a fair 
match for the logical exactness of their fellow-labourers in the 
great work of buildmg up a despotism. I beg to know, who first 
formed the government of this State, but its own people t Who 
has ever, in any manner modified, or given any power over them, 
but that people 1 And what power is competent to make any fu- 
ture change, in the laws or authorities that may be chosen to go- 
vern us, but the people itself of South-Carolina 1 

The whole federal argument, indeed, rests upon this, that the 
word people has no plural number, or that its form is the same in 
the plural as in the singular number^ Shutting their eyes upon 
every fact in our history ; upon every form, in our institutions ; 
upon every proceedings in tne granting of these powers ; upon 
every plain consequence from £e powers themselves — ^they have 
chosen to erect theu* whole scheme of things upon a single quib- 
ble, drawn from the perverted sense of a single word. 

In the double comers of this equivocation, that party has been 
dodging, from the beginning of tKe Government Yet what phrase 
is of more common acceptation? Did any man, who heard ano- 
ther speak of the "people of Europe," ever take it into his head, 
from such a phrase, to constitute, of a sudden, a new political bo- 
dy, unknown, unseen, impossible to find ? Did he ever fail, in that 
phrase to apprehend-thot *Hhe people'' of each separate Kingdom 
or State were included 1 

They cannot deny in the abstract, that the authority of the 
Federal Grovemment is both a delegated and a limited one. 

As a dekgated authority, no one can contend that it may not be 
resumed, whenever it is unfairly exercised. Delegated authority 
is the very converse of sovereignty. But the State and Federal 
Governments have only a delegated authority. They both stand 



in the same relation to the proper, orig^l sovere^ty — the peo- 
ple of each separate State. 

As to Umitation,, it is clear that there could have been none, if 
we had delegated sooereignty. Who but a sovereign can judge of 
the extent of its own powers 1 How are you to limit that, which 
you have consented to make supreme 1 

But the entire argument in favor of uncontrplled author!^ in 
flie General Government, is drawn from the inconveniences of 
fair and regulated liberty. The question is not, whether you shall 
have a government that wilt not be tbawrted in its purposes of 
good, but whether you shall have one, that can be foiled, in itsat- 
tempts at tyranny. Will you upon the plan of being governed by no 
constitution, nor no limiting power, but the tnUl of the majortfy, 
give, to an interested, sectional majority, uncontrolled power of 
exaction ; or, to the States, power to deny 1 

But, setde this question, if you will to morrow. Define; esta- 
blish ; secure in twen y provisions. Heap amendment on amend- 
ment ; constitution upon constitution. It will be all in vain. The 
attempt of to-day will be renewed to-morrow. The question toiii 
recur. The ordinary le^lature of the confederacy, acting by an 
ordinary majority, will continually be led back, by local passions 
and interests, to the encroachmenta, so prolitahle to those that 
can contrive them. Your constitutional provisions can neverex- 
ecute themselves. A majority must put them in practice. Con- 
gress, then, can never afford you any safety j and as the danger 
comes from local influences, so you must have a resource in the 
local Government, to protect you. 

As to the right of Nullification, it is inseparable from sovere^- 
ty. It follows, as a shadow the sun. A sovereign is the sole 
juc^e of his own powers — of what he has contracted to do, or 
consented to permit, he alone can, as to himself, decide. The 
parties to a treaty must each judge for himself, as to its provisions. 
As far as the execution of any stipulation depends upon him, he 
has a right to interpret that stipulation for himself. 

With respect to the present ordinance, has your Committee 
I^D you a true account of it or not 1 Is it, or is it not a bill, to 
abolish the State Governments 1 That bill may be carried into 
effect, at the pleasure of almost any agent of the United States 
Government, no matter how low. A sister State is even now 
threatened with its execution. But suppose that a revenue officer, 
in the insolent dischai^ of his duties, take it into his head to beat 
one of your citizens 1 Or that a cenlinel, placed in your own 
town of Moultrievilte, shoot an unoffendii^ inhabitant % Can you 
punish either ? Will not t^ law take them out of your Courts 1 
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If you attempt to enforce your civil iurisdictioii, does it not inime*- 
diately become the case for which the President obtained the law? 
May he not immediately attack you with his army and navy 1 In 
contending against the Tariff, I have always felt that we were 
combatting the symptom instead of the disease. Consolidation is 
the disease. To subjugate the State Governments is the great 
tendency of the Government ; a tendency already lai^ly accom- 
plished. For this, your citizens are to be corrupted and stirred 
up. This is the enterprise of to day. To-morrow may witness 
a new one. Perhaps it may be to relieve another "disfranchised 
class,'' whom your laws are alledged to oppress — ^your free ne- 
groes, first ; and afterwards, your slaves. 

How many may you reckon, in the United States, that regard 
the will of the majority as perfectly binding upon you, as to all 
possible questions 1 The North, indeed, may be said to have but 
one opiiuon, on this subject. It believes, almost to a man, that 
the governnlent must, of necessity, have the power to enforce tha 
laws that it passes — that is to say, any law whatever. So strong 
isfthis persuation, and so overbearing the temper that accompa* 
nies it, that they absolutely regard us as insolent in the extreme^ 
for daring to withstand a tyranny made for their benefit. 

They have at kast, however, tendered you the true issue — the 
issue wldch I have always wished to see made. The present at«^ 
tempt is too open for doubt, too violent not to compel a struggle. 
They may have intended it as the declaration of a claim, which, 
once acqiesced in, will easily be advanced from mere doctrine in- 
to settled practice. It must be met, upon the threshold. It may 
also have been mtended as a merely harmless insolence — a hrutumr 
fulmen. If so, I trust we shall send it back, in a hail storm, upon 
their own heads. 

As to the oath and its necessity, the contest through which 
we have scarcely yet past is surely lesson enough. We believe 
the State sovereign, and its citizens bound to it alone. We are 
compelled to resort to the high powers of the State, to save the 
country from ruin and slavery. A contest follows ; and we are 
told, by citizens of the State itself, that they owe a stronger duty 
to the oppressor — ^the violator of the law — ^the trampler upon our 
lights — ^tnan to their own injured and insulted State. 

Against men acting thus — ^whose declarations were in effect, a 
renunciation of the protection of the State, whose conduct 
amounted to claiming for us a foreign master, what measures 
could well have been too strong ? Yet had the State proceeded 
towards them with a signal moderation. Not the slightest severi- 
ty has been put in practice against thenu Even when we had a 
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fielf constituted body nosing us here, and, and under our very eyes, 
contriving how n^ost effectually to defeat our great measures for 
the public liberty, and to dishonour the State, this did not provoke 
us to any measures of harshness. I firmly believe that there exists 
no other State in the world where such things would have been 
borne. 

As for the argument which the gentlemean has attempted to 
draw, from the divided state of public opinion, as to this matter 
of allegiance, I cannot conceive how any thing can be made of 
that, except the very strongest reason for settling the question, by 
placing men's duty plainly before them. 

But they cry out, **that it will be an invasion of the liberty of 
opinion." Is the matter of fidelity to one's country — is the duty 
to support her lawful acts against unlawful violence, " opinion 1" 
The State claims no opinion whatever from them. Nor is it a 
mere optmon that they claim to exercise. They claim to be per- 
mitted, not to do their duty as citizens and freemen. They daim to 
be allowed to assist, by their measures, the enemies of the State. 
Is tins opinion merely 1 

It is urged, 'that the oath is, in effect, but the |)resent one.** 
I grant that it is so, in my apprehension. But if it is so in theirs^ 
why this division of opinion about then* duties and allegiance t 

The question seems to me, in the present attitude of the State, 
to be nearly as if a country, on the point of beii^ invaded, fihaU 
deliberate whether or no she should put all her strong holds into 
ihe hands of the enemy. 

As to the argument *Hhat we shall perpetuate the act, by resist- 
ing it," it is precisely on a par with that famous one, which we 
have been hearing for five years, " that the intemperance, with 
which we opposed the Tariff, was the true cause why the system 
was not overthrown." 

This ordinance is alleged, ** not to be of the proper business of 
the Convention." The Convention was called for a special pur- 
pose — ^that of defeating, by the interposition of the State au- 
thorities, the usurpations of the General Grovernment — more par- 
ticularly, the protective system. To your acts, for that purpose, 
a new tyranny more violent and flagitious than the former, and 
belon^ng to the same matter, has been opposed. You cannot 
itraggle with it, unless your people do their duty, and enforce the 
measure of their State. It is absolutely indispensable to your ob- 

?* ct, that they should act upon a true allegiance to then* State, 
ou must give up the contest, if you cannot bring them to it 
Tfaid is a measuret without idiich all your former measures are 
vain. 
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Finally, we must regard ourselves as at the beginniii;, not af 
the end, of a contest. In less than another year, we may be 
called to arms. Such is the strong possibili^ which the present 
aspect of things presents. All men agree, that we cannot safely 
intermit our military preparations. I myself believe, that a con- 
test will come at no distant day. When it arrives, we shall have 
done any thing but a manly part if we are not ready. Nor is it 
by flinching from our position, nor by a weak and fallacious mod- 
eration, that we shall then be able to acquit ourselves of the great 
duty which our country has placed in our hands. 

Speech of Mr. Turnbull. 

Mr. Turnbull followed Judge Harper, and said, that in rising 
to reply to the honorable gentleman from Spartanburgh, (Judge 
O'Neal) he would do injustice to his own feelings were he not to 
express his high approbation of the conciliatory temper which he 
had brought into this debate. To me, said he, who from the be- 
ginning of this combat have looked to no other object than the li- 
berty of my country — ^who am bound by the most solemn pledges, 
that I neither will solicit, nor receive office — for whom popular 
successes have no charms — whose utmost wish has been to fight 
for freedom as a common soldier, every thing would at all times 
have been grateful, that gave promise of such a concord in the 
State, as would have rendered the successful assertion of its rights 
an easy enterprise. Intent on the public liberties alone, and 
struggling only to rescue them from a tyrannical domination from 
abroad, what had we to gain, in spreading divisions, and kindling 
animosities at home 1 What could this have effected, except to 
wither the very strength in which our whole hope must lie. Sir, 
it was not for those who led on this most unequal contest — ^this 
forlorn hope of freedom, to repulse any honest aid, that was wil- 
ling to join itself to a brave but suffering cause. While therefore 
we did all that men could do, to animate aU minds to the pitch of 
mich an attempt, we labored with a care not less assiduous, to 
conciliate whatever was not incompatible with our principles, and 
to unite every opinion that was not inveterately foreign and hos- 
tile. At no time have we asked any sacrifice of opinion. We 
have exacted no conformity of faith. We sought no proselytes 
except to the great cause of freedom and reform. We aimed to 
erect no party, except that of the public liberty — ^that of men, no 
matter of what political creed, who loved the State, and were wil- 
ling to defend it 

Under the influence of these views, I have been delighted at the 
declaration which the honorable gentleman has made to tfais 
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House of his own feelings from the beginning, and of the very ho- 
norable principles, on which, he tells us, he would have acted, had 
he ever been called upon, in his official character, to decide on 
the Ordinance of this Convention. Much, however, as I applaud, 
and thank the gentleman, for the sentiment he has just expressed, 
I cannot but regret that he omitted to seize for the explanation of 
his news, a moment which would have been far more auspicious 
to the State, though perhaps not more honorable to himself.— 
Would to God ! that he had not been silent, but had spoken, as 
he now speaks, when last we met in this body. An earlier ex- 
planation would have had a more salutary eflFect, upon the opin- 
ions and conduct of those with whom he was politically associa- 
ted, and gone far, very far, to give to the State, that union and 
harmony, which the gentleman now so strenuously invokes. — 
That the gentleman had good and sufficient reasons for his silence, 
I can have no manner of doubt, but still I cannot but deplore, that 
any reason, however ui^ent, should have had the effect of with- 
drawing from the State, at so critical a period, that succour which 
must otherwise have come up so efficiently to her relief. 

Sir, I never can forget the memorable 24th of November — ^that 
day which is unquestionably the proudest in the proud annals of 
South Carolina — that day which is destined, if this Government 
endures, to make so great an era in its freedom — ^that day when 
the honor and safety of the State, (both irretrievably committed 
in a difficult and dangerous contest,) ought to have made men for- 
get all former differences or dissentions — that day when men might 
honorably have yielded the party feelings of ordinary times, to a 
conjuncture, which, threatening instant war, could leave no par' 
ties in the Commonwealth, but compelled all men either to be ci- 
tizem or enemies. On that day, Siiv^the day when to the joy of 
our people, the Ordinance to resist the tyranny of the Federal 
Government was passed, I can never forget how I watched the 
countenance and movements of the honorable gentleman from 
Spartanburg, as well as of some others with whom he acted. I 
watched them. Sir, (I avow it,) with the deepest solicitude. It 
was, as I thought, the very moment for patriotism and magnani- 
mity to have seized ; nor could I well persuade myself that such 
a glorious opportunity would be permitted to escape. To me it 
seemed almost impossible, that in such a body of men, aU of them 
professing to love Carolina, no one gentleman should be found 
who would break the vulgar trammels of party, and say, " / do 
not concur in your measures I fear the consequences, and I 
believe you wrong ; but since the honor and the very e^nstence 
of the States are now (no matter how,) placed at stake, I wffl 
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Ere or perish with her." Sir, I assure the honorable gentteman^ 
that I did not give up all hope, even on hearing the chilling sounds 
of the Aay5, which at long intervals came from their lips. I 
thought there was still another moment for escape, from the aw- 
ful abyss into which, (as events have since shewn,) they were 
about to be plunged, and their influence thus lost for ever to their 
country. There was something so heart-cheering and inspiring 
in the mode of ratification — the seven patriots and war-worn sol- 
diers of the revolution, going up to sign their names — ^the crowd 
around the table — ^the anxiety to afiix their signatures to an in- 
strument, wluch, like the Declaration of Independence, was to 
endure forever— the joy beaming on the countenances of all, that 
the great work of reform was ai last begun . — There was enough 
in all this to tempt some one of our opponents to announce that he 
must now go with the State, right or wrong. But nothing of this 
sort was seen or heard. They gave no sign even of such an en- 
' viable feeling as this ; nor in all the dai^ers and alarms, which 
have since menaced the State, have they taken a single step which 
promised fidelity, or wore even the look of loyalty. 

I trust then, I am justified, when I declare that strong as is my 
confidence in the honorable gentleman from Spartanburg, I have 
none whatever in the party with which he acts. I beueve the 
gentleman mistakes their purposes, when he flutters himself that 
they will respond to the sentiments, which he now uttera. He 
must remember that his own declaration is, up to this day, singu- 
lar and solitary. Nor is it less contradicted by the silence of that 
party, than by their private and public acts. They must feel — 
they cannot but acknowledge, that until they shall decide to give 
some pledge of faithfulness to the State, the measures which they 
have hitherto pursued, must compel us to pass the Ordinance, 
and to exact from them the proposed oath. I have as yet seen 
no symptom of change in them. The very contrary is the truth. 
The public steps which they take, all look to the maintenance of 
their party plans, against the State. Within this half hour I have 
had placed m my hands, this paper, purporting to be a notice, or 
proclamation, signed by the five heads of their party, in which 
they postpone the present assembling of their Convention, but 
style the high Sovereignty of the people now convened, under the 
sanction and forms of the Constitution, **the dominant party," 
and they promise that they will again convoke their assembly ** as 
Bonn 08 any neio ttrannt agwnst Hum shaU render it fMcessary.** 
Sir, it is idle to hope, that anv measures, however concfliatory, 
will ever appease a party who thus claim a supervisory power 
over this body. 
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I thank the gentleman for what he said of the enormity of the 1 

^' Bloody Bill." I thank him for treating that Bill as so monstrous. 
The gentleman conceives it so impossible to be executed, that it 
can only be a dead letter. In this last opinion^ I regret to find that 
some of our own friends concur, and I can account for it in no 
other way, than that they have not sufficiently examined its pro* 
viaions. I warn gentlemen against the fatal delusion, that Con- 
gress in passing the Bill only designed to cover the retreat of Ge- 
neral Jackson, from a field of battle, in which he had been dis- 
gracefully beaten. Let them not regard it as a mere threat, that 
if we do not accept what we were wilhng to accept, Mr. Clay's 
Bill, we should be whipped into an acceptance. Sir, I do not re- 
gard thi» Bill as a threat, or a Bravado. I am far from thinking, | 
that it amounts to no more than the Bloody RICHARD at 
Washington, heaping his impotent curses upon South Carolina — 
this noble RICHxMOND of the South who has foiled him. We 
must remember that the most odious provisions in this bill are 
those which are perpetual ; and Sir, he is but a superficial obser* 
ver, who does not perceive, that as the Bill now stands, the Go- ^ 
vernment must become consolidated, and the dignity and liberties 
of the States lost forever. Had the whole Bill been limited to the 
first and fifths sections, there could be but one opinion on the sub- 
ject. We should all have regarded it as a mere Brutum jutmen 
—a vain contrivance to tarnish the lustre of that bright and glo* 
rious triumph, which Nullification has peaceably achieved, in the 
extorted concession in Mr. Clay's Bill, that the duties shall be ad« 
justed on the ad valorem principle, and that the revenue shall ul* 
timately come down to the economical wants of the Government. 
But here are provisions which are to remain forever on the sta- 
tute Book. Here is a base line of operations, on which a despo- 
tic President, supported by a corrupt majority in Congress, can 
carry on a most vigorous war in future against our liberties.-— 
Here is a system of preparation for another battle at some fiiture 
day, and on ground, which (if we do not insist upon the Bill be- 
ing expunged from the Statute Book) wiA by long established 
acquiescence, be considered as no longer debateable. Sir, it is 
impossible for this assembly not to see, that this is the most daring 
of all attempts to prostrate the freedom of a people. I will not 
detain the Convention, with the catalogue of the frightful evils of 
this Bill. They are not only detailed in the able Report which 
Kes on your table, but they have been as ably enlai^d upon by 
my honorable friend who has preceded me. But I would ask, if 
it be in the power of language to express a greater state of degra- 
dation, than that to which this Bill will expose our State judimry 
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<^tbat judiciary, which is the right hand and the right arm of our 
sovereign power 1 What is the natnure of our present controver- 
sy 1 Is it not to settle the question, whether the State be sovereign 
or not sovereign ; and wiU any man undertake to say that any 
State can be sovereign, to whom is denied the right of enacting, 
expounding and enforcing her own laws, within her own limits, 
and according to her own high sovereign sense of right and wrong ? 
Sovereignty, Sir, is not a bauble and a name. It is the power of 
a State displayed through its judicial and executive departments 
— ^that power which in infancy, in manhood and in old age, co- 
vers us all as with a shield, against the assaults of private and 
public oppression^that shield, which no man is willing to throw 
aside who has a country that he would love, or rights that he can 
defend. 

But sir, it is not enough that we should by a solemn Ordinance, 
denounce in terms, any act of Congress which strikes at the sov- 
ereignty of the State. We must do more. We must guard that 
sovereignty against the future assaults of the Federal Govern- 
ment We must be able to command the forces of our Citizens, 
in all future conflicts with that Grovernment This can only be 
done, by coming to a final decision on a subject, which hitherto 
for the want of some fundamental law on the subject has been a 
source of infinite doubt, perplexity and confusion. I allude to the 
subject of allegiance. With a constitutional enactment, defining 
allegiance, and distinguishing it from mere obedience, we shaU be 
safe. Without it we shall, at the next conflict with arbitrary pow- 
er, have to go over the same ground of contention, and again fight 
for liberty, with distracted councils and a divided population. 
Every State in an emergency ought to have the power of com- 
manding the services of its Citizens, for what is sovereign power, 
but that power which regulates a course of conduct for us, against 
our opinions and our wills, in conformity to that law of the social 
compact, in which it is matter of implied assent, that the fiat of a 
majority of the members of that compact shall be the rule for all. 

Under such a view of the subject which no sophistry can con- 
fute, one would ima^ne that there could arise a cUfference of 
opinion as to what Government, in our anomalous system, alle- 
giance is due. Common sense would seem to dictate, that it 
could only be due to that society, which is bound together m the 
wdal compact, and not to that agency, which we call the Fede- 
ral Government, and which is the result of a political compact. 
There being such a thing in existence in South-Carolina as a social 
compact of the people of South^CarolinOy and no such thing in exis- 
tence as a social compact of the people of the Umted States, the 
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inference seems irresbtible, that allegiance which is the ereature 
of^ and can only arise out of, the social compact, must be due to the 
State alone ; whereas obedience and not alle^ance must be given 
to the laws of the Federal Government, upon precisely the same 
principle, that the subjects of two Princes entering into a treaty, 
are mutually bound to obey the termsof that treaty, until their 
respective sovereigns shall order otherwise. 

It has been too much a disputed point with many good men, 
whether allegiance be due to the State or the Federal Grovern- 
ment. Much confusion has been the consequence, and what is 
the cause. I have already intimated the cause 1 It is the want of 
some adjudication by a competent authority. This Convention is 
that authority. Here are the people assembled in their original 
high character of sovereignty. To this body it belongs to settle 
this disputed question, now, and forever. Once settled there can 
be no more discussion. What the whole society has done, will 
gradually receive the approbation of the virtuous and the parotic 
of the society, and further than this we need no approbation. 

But let me not be understood that a mere declaration from this 
body, that allegiance is due to the State is sufficient We must 
g^ve effect to tins declaration. We must compel our public func- 
tionaries, hereafter to be elected, to honor and affirm this consti- 
sutional provision. We must nbtfoi^et, sir, that the very autho* 
rity of tms body has been denied. There are those who maintain 
that their allegiance is due elsewere — who are organized to act 
upon that principle. 

Under such circumstances, with this Bill of Blood suspended 
over our heads, with a portion of our well meaning citizens in 
doubt and difficulty on the subject of their allegiance, vrith re- 
creants desperately bent beyond any parallel in the history of other 
times, upon resisting the State authorities, with men laying their 
plans for military oi^anization — arming themselves, and trained 
to the use of arms, showering down upon the mercenaries in our 
harbour, sent hither to massacre our citizens, their private hospi- 
talities and their public honors, holding their secret conclaves in 
our very capital, and almost in sight of the regular legislative bo- 
dy :— can any member of this Convention hope, that the mere ex- 
pression of the opinion of this body will be sufficient to eradicate 
from the soil of Carolina this rank week of Federal alle^ance, 
choking the growth of every wholesome plant of fine feeling, 
which otherwise would spring up for the sustenance of our libertie« 
and our laws 1 I tell gentlemen, that this is the vainest of hopes. 
It is expedient that we demonstrate the power of the State, by ex- 
acting the promise of allegiance from every man, who desires t» 
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be a public functionary in the State. Why, sir, at a crisis of pub- 
lic danger, the universal maxim has been, that the safety of the 
people is the supreme law, and if even measures not strictly con- 
stitutional, have been submitted to and even justified by the people 
of America upon the principles of unavcMdable necessity, — ^inthe 
name of common sense ! ean there be any harm, when die squa- 
drons of consolidation and tyranny are at our very gates, demand- 
ing our surrender at discretion, can there be any harm in the so- 
. vereign State of South-Carolina, requiring of its citizens those 
duties which every code of international law prescribes, and which 
every Prilice, Potentate or State in Christendom, is in the practice 
of demanding — that they shall give their fealty to the State, by 
some uneqivocal act, before they shall take office. Shall a man, 
sir, enjoy the priviledge and the rank of a citizen of South-Caro- 
lina, (for considering her glorious efforts for freedom, it is indeed 
SLpnoUedge and a ranky to belong to such a State,) — shall he be 

Eermitted to eat the bread of the State — shall he feed and clothe 
is family from the public treasury, and yet be allowed to say, that 
he neither owes, nor will he give his fealty to such a Statel Why> 
or, it is monstrous. Those who need some apology for their re* 
creancy, have raised a clamor, that a test oath was established by 
the late wdinance, contrary to the intent and meaning of the Con- 
stitution. What, sir, is a test oath ? According to my idea of a 
test act, it is an act requiring the avowal of a certain religious 
Opinion, as in England, as a necessary qualification for office. To 
say, thait no man shall be eligible to a seat in Parliament, unless 
he believed in the doctrines of the established ChiH*ch, is tyranny. 
Such an act is a test act. But does any man in his senses believe, 
that a native Presbyterian, or a Baptist in England, would have 
regarded an oath of allegiance, to defend the Realm, as a test 
oath 1 Who, sir, were the men most oppressed by the test act of 
Parliament, before he late reform? Were they not the Irish — ^the 
very men, who at the moment when they were justiy complaining 
of the odious test acts, were themselves giving the most point 
blank proo& of that very allegiance to their sovere^, which our 
malcontents are unwilling to give to their native State — who were 
actually serving in his Majesty's fleets and armies, and willingly 
fighting his batties in the four quarters of the globe 1 Would 
these men have called an oath of allegiance a test oath f 
No sir. They were willing to give their allegiance to their sove- 
reign, and to abjure all other alle^ance. They cheerfully took 
the oath on receiving their commissions. The hardships of which 
these brave and suffering Catholics complained, was not that they 
ihould be required to swear fidelity to their King and country, but 




diat they should be disqualified from an highercommand than & cap- 
tain in the army or navy, and from a seat in Parliament, &c. unless 
they embraced in the form of an oath the Protestant belief. — 
Away then with all this nonsense of an Oath of alleg^nce being a 
test oath. Did this Convention require by its late ordinance, the 
avowal of any particular opinion as a qualilicatiou for office t No 
wr. There wag nothing to prevent any public oDicer, five min- 
utes after he shall have swallowed this oath, to maintain his opia- 
ions as usual — to travel from Dan to Beersheba, and to call out 
from the top of your market hourc, that Nullification was meta- 
physical nonsense, and tlutt this Convention was bent on the ruin 
of the country. It would not at all be inconsistent with such an 
oath, for a man honestly differing from this Convention, to use his 
influence in brii^ng about by all constitutial means, what in his 
view may be a better and a sounder state of public opinion. AU 
that the oath requires, is, that in a time of danger every citizen 
•hall defend the altars at which he has worshipped, and the fireside 
at which he has been so long accustomed to see wife, children and 
fnends. If there be, what I can scarcely believe to exist, an ho^ 
nest individual who is desirous to receive and does receive the pa- 
tronage of the State, whose conscience at the same time forbids 
him to lake an oath to support that Blate against the invading ar- 
my of mercenaries m our harbor, all I can say, is, that such an 
kidividual may find it to be a great convenience to hail from 
South- Carolina, but 1 am not very sure Mr. President, that such 
an indindual, iq the long run, would be regarded as a very profi- 
table public servant. I mean, sir, no offence to any human be- 
ing in or out of this house by this languai^e — I can mtend no of- 
fence, because I here conscientiously afiSnn it to be my belief, 
that there is not a reputable man, who desires to confinue in 
office in the State, whose conscience could be afTronted by the 
presentation of this oath. I do know, sir, for I have beard from 
some of the gentlemen themselves, that their objection to the oath, 
is an objecfion on the score of pride and feeling, and not in point 
of conscience; and surely sir, if their conscienees-arenotoffended, 
tt is not the height of absurdity to call the proposed oath by the 
odious appellation of a test 1 To the objechons of those who do 
believe that this is a consolidated government, and not a govern- 
ment of Slates, and who dehy then' allegiance to any other power, 
than that of the Federal Government, no o&er answer need be 
given than this — If they deny allegiance to South-Carolma, they 
have no right to ask of her office or honors. 

The honorable gentlemen has told us of the evils of the two 
frequent admioistratioQ of oaths of allegiance, and that they are 
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the eontrivances of Despotic Goyernments. I beg pardon of the 

fendeman. He seems to have forgotton, that in the best days of 
tome, they were administered in great form and ceremony un-> 
der their eagles, and would it be difficult to persuade me that in a 
great public crisis like the present, there could be any improprie- 
ty, in requiring from every militia officer, that he should at the 
DRUM HEAD, and under the banner of the Palmetto, swear 
fidelity to the State, whose commission he bears. But says the 
gentlemen why require an oth, when there is no pixispect of this 
Bloody Bill being enforced. I would require it for this unanswer- 
able reason. The principles for which our gallant little State 
now contends, are those upon which the public liberty of thig 
Umon are built. It is desirable that the spirit of these princij^es 
shmld be seen, and felt in all public proceedings; that they should 
characterise our legislation, and above all that they be incorpora- 
ted fundamentally in our system by becoming part and parcel of 
the constitution of the land. The sovereignty of the State, is the 
cardinal point in our political system. It is that point in the for- 
tress of liberty, which has been most assailed, and though sir, firom 
our ONE GUN Battery of Nullification, as I intimated in the 
debate of yesterday, we have made the enemy's ships so uneasy, 
as to compel them to slip their cables, and put to sea, yet sir, this 
new battery of the Bloody Bill which the enemy has erected, wiU 
place our works in considerable danger, if we are not constantly 
on our guard. The Tariff* is modified, but there is a principle 
affirmed on the statute book of Congress, which is designed to be 
the entering wedge for the unlimited power of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. It behoves us then to lose to time in concerting mea- 
sures of defence against this new species of force brought to bear 
against us. It behoves us to display the sovereign power of the 
State, whenever an occasion offers, and to remind the citizens 
that she is sovereign — to settle within her own limits the long 
agitated and perplexing question of the nonsense of a divided alle- 
giance — ^to prepare the mind of the people to the belief, that there 
can be no security for the future, but in the right and in the expe- 
diency of anoathofal1eg^ance,sothatwhenthetyrantwhonowpre- . 
fides over this people, shall again approach us with his hirelmgs, 
and the time for conflict shall again come upon us, our citizens, 
instead of being engaged in bitter controversy, as to what is or is 
not their duty, shall be found ready and willing to obey the call 
of the country, at the very instant, that the Bugle of freedom shall 
be sounded in their ears, or the cry of ** on to the rescue" is 
shouted fi^m this Capitol. 

To effect these important results, familiaxize the public mmd to 



tbe snbject of allegiance, ohe ani> itnttrtsiBLB. Put on record 
your opiiiiona in the moBt enduiing form — incorporate into your 
fundamental la^t^ tbe belief for wcich we have so nobly contend- 
ed. By such means, good men, vho now henlatej will gradually 
fail into these opinions of the majority, and the young especiaUy, 
unfettered by prejudices and uncommitted by any public and un- 
guarded declarations, will look to no other guide, Uian your con- 
•titutional enactment, and thus they will bebrouglit up "in the nur- 
ture and admonition," of the rights of tbe States. If you dothesa 
tilings you will be a sovereign State. You may live to reap the 
fruiu of the conquests you hiive already made — you will ensure 
peace, unanimity and happiness within your borders, and future 
generations will cherish the remembrance of the patriotic labours 
of this Convention, and will bless you. But if you neglect now to 
provide all posdble means for saving your sovereignty, if you can 
be deluded into the belief, that a State can be sovere^n, which 
can pennit its officers, ci\it and military, openly to talk of resisting 
its authority even by force of arms, you will discover your error 
when it shall be too late to rectify i^ ^nd your labour will be in 
vain. 

I delight, Mr. Freadent, to reflect on the incalculable advan> 
tages, which it is my firm bebef^ must arise from the course nov 
recommended, to th(Me who are to come afW us. N«> sooner 
shall the next blow be struck nt the liberty and sovereignty of 
the State, than the friends of freedom will find a foundation pre- 
pared for them, on which they may safely erect what superstruc- 
ture they please. They will find tbe crisis provided for. They 
will find in your archives, an Ordinance suited to and msde, as tt 
were, for the very occasion. They will discover in that Ordinance, 
and in the accompanying documents, conclunve evidence of tbe 
forefflgbt of their ancestors in omitting nothmg necessary for the 
renewed contest, which they were well assured must take place. 
Tbey will thus have clear lights to guide them. They will not be 
embarrassed, as we have been, on the subject of allegiance. — 
They will not wrangle and dispute as we nave done, as to what 
our duties are. Our children will only have to turn to the record 
andhistory of these times, and say, "There it is. Our ancestors 
after passing ten years of their lives in a most extenuve wilder- 
ness of doubt and difficulty, finally reached tbe land of promise 
and settled down upon these conclusions. Tbey have maraed out 
the path plainly for those who were to follow them. They have 
ordained it as part of their fundamental law, that the citizens be- 
long to tbe State, and from our infancy we have never heard of 
any other allei^nce, than that by which (hej Bwn^ and vhich 
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* carried them so proudly through that contest the fruits of which 
we are now permitted to enjoy." 

.Thus our children will begin exactly where we have ended.—* 
Had Virginia not built her Arsenal^ co-temporaneously with her 
Resolutions of 1798, it might have reiuained a matter of doubts 
whether those resolutions were not designed by her politicians ra- 
ther for political effect, than from any real intention to execute 
them. But the preparing herself for the conflict, by such an avert 
act, as the manufacture of an hundred thousand stand of arms, 
too clearly shews that when she spoke of her rights of vnteqweUum 
to arrest tiie progress of the cUien and sedition laws, she must have 
intended something beyond an impotent protest and remonstrance. 
And so, when our descendants shall see in the proceedings of this 
Convention, unequivocal acts of preparation tor future conflict, 
they will cheerfully rally around the principles which we have so 
nobly sustained, and these they will boldly maintain in every en- 
terprize for freedom to which they may be summoned. 

In conclusion. Sir, permit me to add, that is my firm belief that 
freedom's battle is not ended — it is rather but just begun. Let it 
not now be baffled by any fault of ours. Let us follow up our 
recent victory by preparing in time for the new conflict, which 
sooner or later must come. A new issue is presented to us. It 
is the ISSUE of the Bloodv Bill, an issue in which we may caU 
culate on the co-operation and support of the whole South. If 
under auspices so favorable, we shall fail to make such a provi- 
sion, that when the tug of conflict shall come, we shall have no 
men but what are sound and true, we shall not be worthy of that 
great and glorious struggle which so far has conducted us to a 
brilliant and most unparalleled success, and to the final issue of 
which, we may confidently look, not only for the peace, prospe- 
rity, and happiness of this confederacy, but for the liberties of 
both worlds. 

jSpeech or REr. Phillips, 

OF CHESTERFIELD. 

I am well aware, Mr. President, that in rising at the present 
time, I run the hazard of a contrast with gentiemen whose genius 
and learning have rendered them emment throughout the State, 
Did I counsel with Prudence, I should now preserve the determi^ 
nation with which I entered this hall, and keep my seat in silence. 
But Sir, were gentiemen greater than they are, sentiments such 
as have just fallen from theffli shall never be uttered in my hear* 
ing, and pass unnoticed. 
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As to the charges of the Detegate from Charleston, (Mr. Turn- 
bull) against the Union Party, I would Sir, that our ages sanc- 
tioned it that I might cast them back upon him in the language 
tjiey deserve. That gentle n^n has very emphatically declared 
bis determination " not to relax until the Union party shall give 
some proof of their. attachment to the State." Little did I expect 
Sir on this occasion, in the very Capitol itself, to hear the patri- 
otism of the Union Party questioned, and least of aU from such a 
source. To such a charge from such a source — well could one 
exclaim et tu Brute ! Sir, as one of that party with which I am 
proud to be identified, I will not yield in my love for Carolina to 
that gentleman. The land of my birth is the land of my affection ; 
and though I may not boast my services to the State, yet if there 
were a hope, or wish, or feeling in my heart, aKen to the honor 
and welfare of my own native land, I would tear it from my 
bosom. 

Sir, no less surprising is the expression of the delegate from 
Pairfeld, (Judge Harper) who speaks of the Union Conventiojn 
as an unauthorised body ^^ nosing the regular authorities and en- 
deavouring to thwart the measures of the State,** and who very 
earnestly declares " that in no other country would such a Qon- 
vention have been allowed.** Has it come to this ? Is the cha- 
racter of our people changed ? Are the principles of Republican 
government already forgotten 1 Are we so soon to be told that a 
Convention composed of the Representatives of 1T,000 voters, 
(and which for virtue and talent would lose nothing in a compa- 
rison with this,) assembled by the mere sufferance of the domi- 
nant party ; and that we are hereafter to hold by suflferance, the 
dearest right of freemen? Sir, if such opinions are to give ** form 
and pressure** to the times, then is it fitting we should so under- 
stand it.* 

While Sff upon (he floor, without intending to detain the Con- 
vention with a Speech which at this late hour they would be as 
uni^lling to hear as I am to utter, permit me briefly to state the 
reasons which will govern me in my vote upon the present mo- 
tion. 

I am opposed to the whole Report and Ordinance, but shall 
confine my remarks to the oath which is proposed to be Incorpo- 
rated with the Constitution. 

^ The terms of the oath are objectionable, because they are am- 
b^^ous. Something more seems to peer from beneath the ver- 
biage than is intended to be seen. If it requires only allegiance 

* Judge Harper explained that be only inttttded te deny the right to coimter- 
tct the lawi of the State. 
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to the State authority within its proper sphere, it is an act of su- 
pererogation, being superceded by the present simple and com- 
£rehensive proraion of the Constitution. — If more than this is to 
e required, and the oath intends that we should swear, a ^^ pri- 
nary and paramount" obligation to the State, which may abridge 
or destroy our obligation to the United States, then do we most 
strenuously object, and sustain our objections by the Federal 
Constitution, adopted by the people of South Carolina, in which 
they have declared, in terms that scarcely admit of cavil — ^' that 
the Constitution of the United States, and the laws made in pur- 
suance thereof, shall be the supreme law of the land, any thing 
in the State Constitution to the contrary notwithstanding." It is in 
vain, in face of this •provision, for gentlemen to declare the gene- 
ral government — a " foreign government" — that the States of 
this Union are connected only by a " treaty" — any article of 
which may be nullified by any of the parties thereto. If these be 
correct, then I admit that the conclusion which denies, that there 
are citizens of the United States — ^that allegiance is due to the 
United States — and that the United States may punish for treason, 
when the citizen is shielded by State authority is perfectiy legiti* 
mate. But our political history affords no basis for such positions. 
Mr. Jefferson, and the patriots of his day, who felt the weakness 
of the articles of Confederation, and even determined to remedy it 
in the formation " of a more perfect Union" — must have labored 
blmdly and labored in vain, if we are now to read the Constitu- 
tion by such lights a£| the gentlemen have a£brded us. Sir, the 
action under the old Confederation being by requisitions upon the 
State Legislatures' was found ill-suited to preserve the peace and 
prosperity of the people — the refusal and delay of the State Le- 
gislatures to comply with many of the requisitions, soon exhibited 
the necessity of the formation of an efficient government — and 
called forth those strong expressions of Mr. Jefferson, that ^' the 
iBtates must be made to feel the rod" — ^the ^' government must 
show its teeth." The articles of the Confederation yielded to 
public opinion, enlightened by experience, and the present Fede- 
ral Constitution, as forming, ^^ a more perfect Union" was esta- 
blished in its stead, the leading characteristic of which is its own 
inherent power, to execute its laws, not by requisitions upon the 
State Legislatures, but by direct action upon individuals, now ci- 
tizens of the United States. The sovereignty of the government 
so brought into existence is further established, by empowering it 
to punidi for a violation of faith. Treason is a breach of allegi- 
ance, and allegiance is due only to sovereignty. But as if nothing 
should be left wanting accurately to fix the character of the Fe- 
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4eral GoTernmcnt, a proposition made in the Convcntkto which 
framed the Constitution, to exempt the citizens, when acting un- 
der the State authority, from the liability of treason to the United 
States" was expressly rejected. This rejection. Sir, is consistent 
with the provision which declares the supremacy of the Consti- 
tution and laws of the United States. Its adoption would hare 
led to the reverse of that provision, and we should have declared 
** that the Constitution and laws of each State, shall be the su- 
preme law of the land, any thing in the United States Constitu- 
tion to the contrary notwithstanding." As, Sir, ihe State Con- 
stitution is the emanation of a State Convention, nothing is gained 
by distinguishing between those bodies and the regular action of 
State Legislatures. 

I further object, Mr. President, to the passage of this oath, be- 
cause this Convention, has not been charged with the matter, 
and therefore do not represent the people in relation thereto.— 
The rule laid down by the Convention at its first session, not to 
act upon any subject but that for which they were specially elect- 
ed — has excluded from our consideration many important provi- 
sions for the amendment of the State Constitution. Acting upon 
this rule I forbore to present to the Convention the consideration 
pf our present unequal mode of Representation, and this too con- 
trary to the instructions of my constituents. The State Consti- 
tution has provided for the mode of its amendment, by means of 
two successive legislatures. The passage of any additional oath, 
therefore, should be properly left to the people who will consider 
of the same, and elect their Representatives in reference thereto. 

But the Delegate from Charleston conjures this Convention, 
^' not to leave to chance or accident the passage of an act so im-« 
portant to the State ;" " chance or accident !" what, Sir,^ ia 
meant by the expression? — Does the gentleman really think that 
this Convention is irresponsible to the people — differing in this 
form from other Representative bodies? That there exists here, 
an interest differing from, and independent of, the interest of the 
people 1 What, Sir, is the argument ? It is proposed to refer the 
subject under consideration to the regular action of die Legisla- 
ture ; and against this the gentieraan urges, that the matter is of 
too great importance — that this Convention has the power, and 
ought to exercise it — ^that they are not responsible-*— that to refer 
it to the Legislature, would be leaving it to ^^ chance or accident.^ 
Sir, in what capacity do gendemen regiird themselves as acting) 
Are they aught else than the Representatives of the people 1—- 
and who compose the State Legislature— are they less than the 
Representatives of the people 7 — ^and yet a reference to the Le- 
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gWature is said to be leaving it, « to chance or accident** Sir^ 
this " chance" which the gentleman so much fears, has no ter- 
rors for me. So far from impelling me to action, it commands 
me to pause. If a reference to the people or their Representa« 
tives be the " chance" to which the gentleman alludes, I can as- 
sure him, it will constitute with republicans no substantial objec- 
tion. For the glory of our free institutions consists in being based 
upon this very " chance," the will of the people. 

But, Sir, if we were empowered to pass this oath, great objec- 
tion exists as to the present time. The spirit of discontent is now 
abroad upon our land — day by day it is increasing in strength, 
and if not arrested must soon accomplish the destruction of our 
institutions. Though this may not constitute with some gentle- 
men cause to stay their hand, it presents to my mind an objection 
of the strongest kind. For I must confess. Sir, that in disunion-! 
see nothing but du-e calamity. Even a ^< Southern Confedera- 
cy widi the Potomac as the boundary" — which tickles the fancy 
of gentlemen ^^ as they lie asleep," even this for me sheds no 
ray of light upon the gloom of Disunion. That the affections of 
a laige portion of our people are alienated from the Greneral Gro- 
vernment cannot be doubted by those who have regarded the 
signs of the times. Sir, among my own neighbours there are 
men whom I know to possess honest motives, openly declaring 
that they can join neither of the present parties — ^but wait the 
formation of one which shall go boldly and openly for Disunion. 
Sir, sentiments not very dissimilar to tins have been proclaimed on 
this floor, by the delegate from Colleton, (Mr. R. 6. Smith) — 
when he declared in a tone and manner that could not be misun- 
derstood, that his people were not ardentiy attached to the Union. 
Sir, whatever may be the general tendency of this Grovemmen^ 
the evil which now threatens us is Disunion — and we are not to 
be driven from the contemplation of its consequences by the scare- 
crow of Consolidation ; or by reference to another subject ad- 
dressed so peculiarly to our passions. It has been said by an 
American Statesman, that if the Government is ever changed, it 
will appronmate to despotism. What then have the friends of 
State Rights to hope for in a dissolution of the Union 1 I should 
rather ask, what have they not to fear 1 

Sir, I am attached to the Union Party, because I believe them 
to be devoted to the State, and because they think with me, that 
the preservation of the Umon is die only security for the safety 
and prosperity of the State. That on the other hand a dissolu- 
tion wcnild be followed by protracted wars, which sooner or lat^r 
must end in combinations, founded i^x>ft the rankest prindples of 
consolidation. 
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But, Sir, if all other aigumentB are ineflfectual, there is still one, 
which must come home to the bosom of every man. Patriotism 
points to the wounds which have been inflicted upon society, and 
bids us pour oil upon them. Shall we by new provocatives irri-^ 
tate them the more, and make them bleed afresh 1 Sir, for one I 
am sick at heart with the present controversy. I am disgusted 
with the suspicbn and treachery that I see every where around 
me. The dearest relations of life have been violated by the mon- 
ster of party ; the warmest friendships have been severed, and the 
remembrance of the past serves but to embitter the present! Even 
the domestic relations afford no guarantee of protection. The 
social hearth is invaded, and the partner of the husband's bosom, 
of whom it is said that she shall leave all the world beside and 
cleave unto him, even she has been torn from his affections, and 
disputation substituted for conciliation. 

Sir, I desire peace, and a restoration of the old order of things^ 
with no view to personal advancement In the District which I 
have the honor to represent, the Union party have the ascendan- 
cy, and can maintain it But, Sir, I yk it in the name of the 
State ; her prosperity demands it Not for her sake alone, I ask 
it also for.my own. I long once more to take my former friends 
by the hand, and look them in the face, without feeling that there 
was something in the bosom of each not as it used to be. 

Remarks of Judge O'lVeale. 

In the Convention, on Monday, Judge Colcock having (upon 
the motion to take up the consideration of the Ordinance and 
Oath) made a sort of appeal to the Union party, for a clear dec- 
laration of their present feelings and mtentions. Judge O'Neale 
rose, and spoke to the following eflfect : 

I am, as I have already said, anxious for peace. I would, in 
every possible manner, court the return of good feelings. The 
only course, which seems to me left for you to pursue, is, to en« 
deavor to heal the present dissentions in the State. 

I believe that this Oath is the only cause, that could continue 
these irritations. I see nothing in the state of your affairs, that 
makes the Oath any longer necessary. Every thing, therefor^ 
bids you wait the ordinary mode of engraftmg such provisions on 
the Constitution. Let two successive Legblatures adopt it, if 
need be. 

While I thus explain my own feelings, it is due to a distinguished 
friend, from whom I have just heard, on these subjects, to declare 
Us sentiments. The following is a passage of a letter from Col. 
Richard Manning, which reached me this morning : 



^Here Judge O'Neale read a short passage from the letter, in 
which Coi. M. expresses his wbhes for peace and harmony ; and 
declares himself in favor of any thing that will conciliate. The 
expressions are entirely of a general sort.) 

I repeat, (resumed Judge O'Neale,) that I cannot believe that 
the act, against which your Ordinance is directed, can ever be 
put in force, and that there can, therefore, never be any occasion 
for this Oath. 

He was followed by Mr. Perry, of Greenville, who delivered a 
Speech to nearly the foUowing effect : 

Mr. Perry '8 Remarks. 

I believe that there is no man. Sir, who would not rejoice to 
see those dissentions ended, that have so long vexed the State. — 
For myself, I can sincerely say, that I wish nothing so much ; 
and I have, in conformity with that feeling, made it a point to ex- 
hort those, on whose part I occupy my seat in this body, to for- 
get and forgive. I cannot but recognize, with the greatest plea- 
sure, an equal liberality and kindness of feeling, in the declaration 
which the honorable gentlemen from St. Peters and St. Helena 
have made. My friend on the left, too, (Mr. Phillips, of Ches- 
terfield,) has spoken in a language that does equal honor to his 
head and his heart. I am sure that no one in this assembly can 
have heard him, without having bis feelings touched. 

If, Sir, this Oath be stricken out, my constituents will be sa- 
tisfied. They will be willing to bury all that has passed, in obli- 
vion. But if, on the contrary, you level at them a measure like 
this, you will only add to their present irritation. 

There is, too, in the community, a prejudice against Oaths, 
enacted by this body. If you must adopt oaths, let it be by the 
Legislature, in the ordinary manner. This will be more accepta- 
ble. 

Sir, I do not believe in the efficiency of oaths. They are con- 
tinually violated, when once you render them familiar. The pa- 
triotism, at best, winch is to be made by oaths, cannot be worth 
much. 

With respect to the Force Bill — ^the alleged reason for these 
proceedings — I do not believe that it will per make them ne- 
cessary. That the Bill will be speedily repealed, I have not the 
least doubt But the President is too virtuous and enlightened 
to attempt to carry such a law into effect. He will never be so 
very a tyrant as to do it. If he should, however, I will then, as I 
have always said, resist tyranny, come from what quarter it may. 



Mr. HVilsoii'ft 8p€Mh. 

Tha following are the Remarks of Mr. Wilson, a delegate from Charleston, vip- 
on his motion to amend the Ordinance reported by the Committee of 2 1 on 
the Force Bill, delivered in the Convention on Monday the iSth March. The 
following was the amendment offered : 

We further ordain, that every person who shall be hereafter 
elected or appointed, or who has been heretofore elected or up* 
pointed to any office, civil or military, within this State, (members 
of the Legislature alone excepted) be required to take the fol- 
lowing oath of allegiance : 

^' I declare myself a citizen of the free and sovereign state, of 
South Carolina : I declare that my allegiance is due to the said 
State, and hereby renounce and abjure all other allegiance in» 
compatible therewith, and I will be true and faithful to the said 
State, so long as I continue a citizen thereof: So help me God.** 

The officers heretofore elected and commissioned to take the 
oath of allegance in days from the ratification of this Ordi- 
nance, and in default thereof, the office of such person refusing 
or neglecting to take the same, to be vacated, as if such person 
were dead or had resigned, and the office be filled up as the law 
directs : and all officers hereafter to be elected as aforesaid, to 
take the said oath of allegianace at such time, and in such manner 
as such other, oath or oaths are now required to be taken by such 
officer, and in default of such officer taking the oath of allegiance 
aforesaid, the said office to be vacant, and appointment be made 
thereto by the Governor for the unexpired term for which such 
officer was elected, except in the case of Judges before excepted. 

And be it further ordained, that each and every elector, who 
may hereafter offer to exercise the elective francluse, in addition 
to the oath or oaths of qualification now required, shall take the 
aforesaid oath of allegiance, upon being required so to do by the 
managers of election, or any elector entitled to vote at the poll^ 
when such voter presents his vote for acceptance, and upon his 
refusing to take the oath aforesaid, such person shall not be allow* 
ed to vote.'' 

Mr. President, At the commencement of the debate upon the 
Report of the Committee, a degree of moderation and forbear^ 
ance was not only professed, but observed, alike honorable to the 
speakers, and worthy ot the occasion. Truth is best elicited by 
calm and temperate investigation. I regret that there has been 
a departure from that digmiied moderation at first exhibited, and 
reflections made upon the proceedings of this body at its late ses- 
ffion, which are wholly unsupported by facts. In the course of 
the observations which I am about to make, however invidious it 
may be to gentlemen on the other side, I ^all briefly recite some 
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iaets eonneeted wkli the organized oppomtion to the State, which 
must oonviiice all present of the necessity of adopting the amend- 
sient which I have had the honor to propose. 

If A stranger to the subject matter of debate had entered these 
walls, and heard thr. solemn appeal made to the Convention bj 
the honorable gentteman from Spartanburg, imploring modera-* 
tion and forbearance, he must have come to the conclusion that 
some grievous oppression was about to be visited upon him, and 
those with whom he had been associated, in the late memorable 
contest between this State and the General Government. Nay, 
the solemn and impressive manner in which he was responded to^ 
by my friend from Charleston, would have stren^^thened the coh- 
victbn that some subject almost as grave and unportant as the 
destiny of a nation, was involved in the discussion. Let us in* 
quire, Mr. President, what the subject really is ; let us analyze it i 
let us disrobe it of the fictitious mantle which has been thrown 
around it, and then calmly inquire, whether a mountain has not 
been made out of a mole-hill 1 Whether we are not engaged in 
as ordinary a matter of Legislation as usually marks the proceed- 
ings of almost every General Assembly in tiie United States 1-— 
What, sir, is the question ? It is nothing more than this — Whether 
thosCf who adwinist^ the Gavemmenty should gwe an ouiward deda* 
ratum of their aUepance to the State t — ^View it in every possible 
light, turn and twist it as you may, it is nothing more than I have 
feirly stated it to be. Let us define allegiance, and the oath of 
allegiance. In doing this, nr, permit me to adopt the definition 
of Sir Edward Coke, one of the greatest jurists that ever lived. 
In his remarks upon this subject he says . ^^ All citizens are equal- 
ly bounden to their allegiance, as if they had taken the oath ; be- 
cause it is written by the finger of the law in their hearts, and the 
taking of the corporal oath is but the outward declaration of the 
same." To this definition I would add, that in the outward dec- 
laration which is made, God the Father of all mercies and the 
searcher of hearts, is made a witness. Allegiance is either ex- 
press, implied, or local and temporary. I here, sur, speak of im- 
plied allegiance, of that debt of gratitude which a natural born 
citizen owes to the land of his burth ; which no change of time, 
place or circumstance should ever cancel. It is true, that m the 
case of express allegiance, a person changes the duties which he 
owes to the land of his nativity, and enters into a new engage* 
ment Yet, notwithstanding this, the God of Heaven has so strong- 
ly graven upon the heart of man, love and affection for the place 
of burih, tiiat he cannot obliterate the attechment It matters not 
whei% we first drew our breatii, whether it be on the lofty moun- 
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taiDy or in the valley — ^wheifaer in the view of the vast ocean, iipr 
by the side of the trickling streamlet, there, we believe, the son 
•nines brightest, the moon sheds her sofitest light, the stars scintil- 
late most gratefully, the fielda are greenest, and the melody of the 
birds the sweetest. If I am wrong m all this, I may safely ask to 
be forgiven, for he who gave me existence, has made jt a part of 
my nature. No sir, I cannot be wrong, the sentiment is too 
itrongly interwoven with all the best affections of my heart, to 
doubt upon the subject. 

If sir, my definition of allegiance, and the oath of allegiance be 
correct, and if it is not, I beg gentlemen to give me a better. I 
gravely put the question to every one here present, and ask whe* 
ther he is not ready and willing, whenever the exigencies of th« 
State may require it, to give the outward demonstration of his in^ 
ward attadunent to the land of his birth 1 Is there any one who 
hears me, so cold and insensible, so dead to sympathy, as not to 
feel the wrongs done to the land of his nativity 1 Is there any one 
•o craven, or so unnatural, as not to fly to her rescue in the hour 
of peril and danger? No Sir, there are, there can be, none. — r 
The questio^i, then Sir, resolves itself^ mto the expediency of the 
measure ; and to ascertain this, I wfll briefly review the late, and 
present situation of our State. 

For moie than ten years, tiie Citizens of South Carolina have 
been grievously assessed to build up domestic manufactures. We 
have sent to our national Rulers, petitions, memorials, and re* 
monstrances. We have solemnly protested against the unjust 
exactions which were made upon our industry. In the progress 
of our appeals, we told Congress distinctly, that if our wrongs 
were not redressed, we would resist the oppressbn at all and eve- 
ry hazard. Our voice was unheard, our Representatives were 
taunted ; and the declarations we had made, ridiculed and con* 
temned. The payment of the National Debt, was a period fixed 
by the President and his friends and supporters South of the Po- 
tomac, for the reduction of the imposts upon foreign merchandize 
to the revenue standard. I confess I was one of those who hoped 
against belief, that justice would be done us, when the national 
debt was cancelled. I need not tell you, Mr. President, who 
acted •• conspicuous a part in the adjustment of the Tariff of 
1832, that all our lonff cheiish^ anticipations were destroved, 
and our hopes for the rature, forever blasted by that act, which 
was considered an administration measure. We were now con- 
vinced, that if there was no redeeming power within ourselves, we 
were destined to be << the hewers of wood, and drawers of wa* 
ter," to the nobles of the North, who were recehring^e oxMt 
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^preeedented dividends upon their investments ih manufiictaring 
capital. In the most difficult and dangerous situation of a nation^ 
it invariably happens, that in God's Providence, men ai'e raised 
up, and fitted to the crisis. Buch was our case. The few vrhof 
still Kmained among us, that had fought and bled for liberty, and 
the descendants of the illustrious dead, determined to resist. Sir, 
they did resist and perilled fortune, honour and life in the cause oif 
liberty. In this resistance. South Carolina expected that all her 
Sons would sustain her. She would not ask any outward decla- 
ration of allegiance. She did not believe that any of those around 
whose cradle she had watched with sleepless vigilance, and who 
had been protected in youth, and sustained in manhood, by the . 
majesty of her laws, could dbsert her in the hour of her utmost 
needr Nay Sir, she believed that the Sons of her sister States, 
who had suffered alike with her own Sons, would rally around 
the Palmetto banner, and peril all that was sacred, for liberty ! 
How was this generous confidence responded to, by the party to 
which the honorable gentleman from Spartanburgh is attached ? 
I will lell you Sir. On the 24th of November last, the people in 
Convention determined to resist On the 26th the General As- 
sembly met, and were enacting such laws as were deemed neces- 
sary to make the resistance effectual. Simultaneously with their 
proceedings, the Union party sent delegates to this place, in order 
to devise measures, to defeat the State m her effort to redress the 
injuries of which she complained. The gentleman from Spar* 
tanbuigh was one of this self-constituted assembly. What was 
the course resolved on by them, and recommended to their party ? 
To go with the State ? TNfo Sir. They declare the solemn acts of 
the people in Convention not only unconstitutional, but the work 
of a dominant faction, and they would not yield obedience tp 
them. That they would look on, unmoved, and with folded arms, 
and see vour Cities sacked, and your fields deluged with the blood 
of their brethren, by a mercenary soldiery. Would to God the 
party had done nothing more than this. A confidential corres- 
pondence was kept up with General Jackson, who had determin- 
ed to put South Carolina down with the bayonet A Military 
organization was made in secret An organization, I believe* 
more perfect than that which was made by the authority «f Law. 
Officers were elected, drills establbcd, and arms were sent from 
the United States Military Arsenal at Augusta, to Fort Moultrie, 
to be put in their hands. I have heard it possitively asserted 
since I have been here, that a part of these Arms have been sent 
into the interior of the State. The fact does not come within my 
owa knowledge, but I think it not improbable. In an acyoining 
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district, oaths of fidelity were administered, and the names of those 
who would obey the call of the President were enrolled. In the 
district of Horry, the Military organization was not only complete, 
but they had two encampments, in order to perfect themselves in 
the military art. In Chester District, as late as Friday last, a re- 
giment between 8 and 900 strong, after being addressed by their 
Colonel, volunteered their services to the President, in order to 
put down the nuUifiers. After parade and inspection, the colors 
were planted at a distance in front, and all those who intended to 
volunteer invited to pass in review before it Many men of re- 
spectability took part in the ceremony. There were a few who 
refused to march. To their honor be it spoken. In Greenville 
and Spartanburgh there has also been an organization. Nay sir, 
there is no part of the State where thereare men to organize, where 
oiganization has not taken place. In Charleston, the most ac- 
tive oi^anization took place, immediately on the passage of your 
Ordinance of Nullification. OflScers were elected from an En- 
sign to Brigadier, or public opinion is very much in error. The 
name of the Brigadier elect was publicly spoken of. Drills were 
had ; and some wore a black cockade, with an eagle in the cen- 
tre. A naval and military force was concentrated in the port 
Heavy pieces of artillery were mounted on that side of Castle 
Pinckney which overlooked the city. The members of the Un- 
ion party, were received on board the sloop of war Natchez and 
in the forts daily, and treated with marked respect and courtesy. 
Let me not be misunderstood, Mr. President, as intending toinsinu* 
ate, that respect and politeness were not extended to the nullifi- 
ers by the naval and military officers on that station ; but I mean 
to state, there was a cordiality and free and frequent intercourse 
with the Union party, which did not exist with the State Rights 
party. Nor is this to be wondered at — ^when we saw not only 
vessels of war lying with their broad sides at our doors, and a bat- 
tery of heavy cannon bearing upon a sleeping city, was it not 
enough to enkindle in the hearts of freemen contending for liber- 
ty, at least a cold and distant deportment 1 It is not in the nature 
of man to receive the hand cordially to-day, which is to stab him 
to the heart to-naorrow. The public press assumed a tone of 
haughty arrogance, which was inspired evidently by the military 
array that protected it — and the tone and temper of the party was 
evidently more supercilious than before. They avowed that their 
primary allegiance was due to the United States, aiid denounced 
the members of this Convention as traitors and tyrants. — ^And 
sir, at a late day, did they not invite all the officers, naval and nai. 
litary, in the port of Charleston, to an entertainment, in the verjr 
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presence of those they were sent here to butcher } The doop of 
war Experiment took a position in the river which covered with 
her guns those who were arrayed in opposition to the State. The 
Bloody Bill was carried in triumph to the feast, and received with 
rapture and applause. — The morning after, the leading paper of 
the party congratulated the country upon the passage ot the act 
which you have denounced in your report, and nullified by your 
Ordinance. It spoke of the olive branch in one hand and the 
thunder in the other. This, Sir; is but a faint picture oi the cha- 
racter and conduct of that party ^hich acted in concert with the 
honorable member from Spartanburgh. The amendment which 
I have introduced makes no inviduous distinction, but puts all the 
citizens of the State upon an equal footing. And a.te you prepa- 
red to say, that it is not wise or expedient that those who have 
taken a part ag-iinst the tate, should now make an outward de- 
claration of allegiance and fidelity to herl Are we without pre- 
cedent for the measure ? Have not the States of New Hampshire, 
M issachusetts, Vermont, Maryland, Virginia, and Kentucky in- 
corporated an oath of allegiance in their Constitutions 1 Many 
other States have a constitutional provision, declaring and defi- 
ning treason. But it is said, if this amendment passes, that there 
are many who will resist with force, before they will take the oath 
of allegiance ; and civil war will be the consequence. Then, Sir, 
let civil war come ! and it cannot come too soon. What ! Mr. 
President, when the people of South Carolina deem it wise and 
proper to prescribe a rule to be observed by her citizens, is a des- 
perate faction to turn her from her purpose ? — When a Sovereign 
State is in hqr grand career, to secure not only happiness, but 
liberty itself, is she to turn aside because a fly is in her course 1 
No, Sir, those who are unwilling to make the outward declara- 
tion of allegiance to the State, may leave it, and if they prefer re- 
sistance, meet that resistance as becomes you ; lop off die excre- 
sence, remove from your body politic the part which is rotten, 
that you may hereafter be healthful, and may know how to calcu- 
late upon your friends in the hour of danger. I cannot see, bu*, 
upon what ground any man can refuse to take an oath of allegi- 
ance. There is nothing dishonorab-e in it. — It is no tyrannical 
exHction. — ^The loyal citizen is not disfranchised. And I fearless- 
ly put the question to every one present, and ask if there is any 
one in this assembly, who is prepared to avow, that gratitude, af- 
fection, and fidelity to the State of Sou'^h Caro'ioa, is not gr .ven 
upon bis heart 1 Will any one deny it 1 Then, Sir, what reasona- 
ble objection can there be, to give to the world an outward dec- 
laration of that which b inseparable bom our nature ? 
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There <ire a. class of men, Mr. President, in the State, whose 
situation imperatively ca)!8 upon you to establish a constitutional 
oath of allegiance. I call them a data of nan (for I am at akwa 
how to describe their cosmopolitan character) who hare been ma- 
nufactured at the estabtiahment of Lee, Goldsmith & Co., and who 
claim to be exempt from allegiance to South Carolina. 1 will tell 
you how they are manufactured, and you will say .then that the 
evil should be remedied. On the eve of an election all forei^^era 
in the City of Charleston are sought for with great diligence, in 
order to make them voters in the State elections. — -As soon as an 
oath is made by them that brings them under any of the provi^nB 
of the acts ol Congress upon the subject of naturalization, they 
seek sponsors for their character, who are easily found in Elliott- 
street, and preceded by counsel they are ushered into the presence 
of Thomas Lee, Esq. Judge of the District Court of the United 
States. When Mr. Jeputy Marshal Gtoldemith makes his proc< 
lomation that the court is open, in walk the raw materiat, and in 
the twinkling of an eye a Dane, a German, a Minorcan, or an 
Algerine, stands forth in the majesty of an American citizen. I 
had the necessity imposed upon me of attending to the proceedings 
of this court for one day. — When I looked round at the array of 
those in attendance to be milled, I was thoroughly reminded of 
Falstaff's description ofhisgallant company— In surveying tbem 
you were instinctively compelled to feel for your pocket book ; 
yet for once in their lives they had excellent characters given 
them, but by men of no character themselves. If it was necessary to 
bring a man under the proviuon of the act of Congress which re- 
quired his belief in the United Estates at the age of eighteen, there 
was no difficulty in the case. Notwithstanding my objections, 
Ju(^ Lee admitted one of these applicants to citizenslnp, who 
by his showing was but twenty-four years of age, and who had 
fifty years written upon his front at tbe time, in tetters so glaring, 
that he who runs might read them. After the " be it so" of his 
Honor, comes the ceremony of taking the oath of alle^ance. Id 
one instance, 1 saw it taken by one, who claimed to be a Danish 
citizen, who I do not believe understood any part of the oath that 
was administered. He did not undeistand one word of English, 
French, German, Spanish, Italian, or any other language ^the 
civilized world. The interpreter would repeat the oath, and 
sometimes he would nod assent, but endeutjy, in my opinion, 
knew nothing of the oath he had taken. Well, Sir, neit in order 
comes the certificate of the Register, which certifies first, on ab- 
juration of allegiance, and then tbe affirmation of fidelity to the 
United States ; uid last, though not the least unportant (act, that 



r 



re 

the person named « w a citizen cf these United States.'^ With the 
sand still upon the names of the Judge and the Register — ^the 
seal of the Comt still wet, the citizen cfthe United States is brought 
betore the managers, and by his vote influences your elections.-*- 
He is addressed in the language he understands, and told he owes 
no allegiance to any power but the United States, and he must 
vote against the State Rights party, or he will be guilty of perjury. 
I am one of those, Mr. President who deny the right of the Uni- 
ted States Courts to make citizens, and I utterly deny that there 
can be such a character as a citizen of the United States, but 
through the naedium of citizenship of some particular State. — 
Congr^s, it is true, has the power to establish an tmifortn rule of 
naturalization, but that does not confer the power of naturalizing, 
nor ought it to be exercised by the Courts of the United States. 
If, Mr. President, the oath of allegiance to the State of South 
Carolina was exacted from these citizens of the United States, might 
they not feel it their duty to support the Constitution of the State. 
It might operate as a check upon them, if there was any moral 
principle to be reached, and if there was none, let them incur the 
penalty of that denunciation which the God of the Universe has 
ordained for their tran^ression. 

But, sir, there are another class of persons among us who 
should be required to take an oath of allegiance to the State ; a 
class that controls in your towns, to a very great exteijtt, your 
popular elections. I mean those who come from our sister States, 
for the purposes of trade. Generally, it is their intention and 
fixed determination, as soon as they have realized a fortune, to 
return to the State of their nativity to enjoy their wealth with their^ 
friends and relatives. What community of interest or feeling* 
have they with us? They are the agents generally of the 
manufacturers. Their gains are predicated upon the prosperity, 
of the manufacturing interest. Is it hot proper that this floating 
population should take the oath of allegiance and fidelity to the 
State whilst they remain citizens of it ? If there be any objections 
to the requisition I am unable to discover them. 

The hoQdrable member from Spartanburg has appealed to us 
as a magiianimous and generous people, and requested forbear- 
ance. Sff, the people of South Carolina are magnanimous and 
generous, and have been so from their earliest history. Look to 
your revolution. In that memorable struggle the State had her 
Whigs and Tories. The Whigs were contending against tyran- 
nical taxation, as we have lately been contending. The Tories 
avowed a primary allegiance to the mother country, as flie Unioii 
party now avow a primary allegiance to the United States. The 
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Tories were oi^anized, and fought in the ranks of our oppressors. 
The Union party are organized, and bad the occasion offered, 
many would have been found in the ranks of the Federal army. 
So far the parallel holds good. The Jacksonborough Whig As- 
sembly, confiscated the estates of some, and amerced others.— r 
Yet, sir, when victory has perched upon our banner, a general 
amnesty was proclaimed, and the estates of the disaffected resto* 
red to them. Victory has now perched upon the Palmetto ban* 
ner, and we offer the Union party the hand of fellowship, provi- 
ded they will with us make an outward declaration of allegiance 
to South Carolina. We call upon them, therefore, to exhibit the 
same magnanimity, which they require us to practice. If, Mr. 
President, by an arrangement previously made, every citizen of 
the State was required, on a day and hour fixed, to take an oath 
of allegiance and fidelity to the State, how grand, how imposing, 
would the spectacle be. To see an entire nation, simultaneously 
devoting themselves to their country, and calling upon their God 
to witness the offering — Could this be done, then indeed would be 
restored that harmony and affection which ought to e»st among 
brethren of the same family. Then would we be a happy and 
contented people. 

There is a fact connected with our revolutionary history that 
is now but little known, except to the actors in the struggle for 
independence. As soon as it was discovered that a large body of 
the people had united with the enemy, an oath of allegiance was 
prescribed by the Le^lature. That oath contained an abjuration 
of allegiance to Great Britain, and of fidelity to South Carolina. 
It required all those who did not take it, to leave the State in ten 
years, never to return; and if sucb- person did return again, the 
offence was declared captal. Such was .the enactment of men, 
who shrunk from no responsibility when their country was in 
danger. Who complained then of an oath of allegiance ? The 
Tories ! Who now implore you not to require an oath of allegi- 
ance from your citizens ? I forbear to answer the question. Let 
us, su*, learn wisdom fi*om an illustrious ancestry. Let us be ani- 
mated with the same firmness and patriotism that marked the|r 
onward course to a glorious renown. The revolutionary oath oif 
allegiance has never yet been repealed, if it be not virtually su- 
perseded by the Constitution of 1790. Doubts are entertained 
whether it is now of force. Let there be doubt no longer ; let 
ps settle the question for the future. But it has been said, if we 
prescribe an oath of allegiance, it will be making oaths too com- 
mon. This is a strange obiection to come from the honorable 
member firom Spartanburgh. As Lawyer and Judge, l would 
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ask him how many fluiusands and tens of thousands of oaths he 
has witnessed the taking of in his life 1 

The most ordinary question of private right is settled by oaAs. 
A constable is not permitted to take his staff of oflGice without an 
oath. Does not the gentleman know, that the oath of allegiance 
once taken, b taken for all time. If the gentleman is serious m 
his objection, I am willing to unite with Mm in any amendment, 
that shall render it unnecessary to be taken more than once. 

It is now, Mr. President, nearly twenty-seven years, since I 
took a seat in the legislative councils of the State. I have in this 
lapse of time witnessed the pa^tsage of many important acts. — 
When we were contending with the most powerful nation on earth, 
and the general government was without arms and without funds, 
I have witnessed a zeal and devotion of our people not surpassed 
by any nation that ever existed. Our history, is a glorious his- 
tory. Let us not from timidity and indecision tarnish our fame. 
If by the perfecting of a measure, just in itself, and which will give 
permanent security to our State hereafter, civil war is to come, 
then let it come. For one I am prepared to say, in the emphatic 
language of an honorable gentleman near me, *^ it is better that 
South Carolina should be thecementery of freemen, than peopled 
with slaves." I am opposed to ^ving this subject over to the Le- 
gislature.' Let us take the responsibility which properly belongs 
to us. Come weal or come wo, I am ready to assume my full 
proportion of it Sir, this may be the last time I shall ever hear 
the sound of my voice in these walls, and my last and solemn in- 
junction to this assembly is, to do our duty to the State, and leave 
the consequences to God. 

Cren. Hamiltoii 8 Closing Speech. 

Mr. Turnbull having moved that the Convention be dissolved, 
and M n Phillips, of All-Saints, having objected that the relations 
between Greorgia and tiie General Government might soon re- 
quire the further action of that Convention, Gen. Hamilton said : 

In risii^ to sustain the motion of his friend from Charleston, he 
felt the impropriety of trespassing, at a moment like the present, 
on the time and patience ot the Convention. He would therefore 
be brief. He hoped that in the terms of our adjournment, the 
word' ^^ dissolved'' would be used, that it might be emphatically 
put on record that this body was dissolved, and that too by its own 
volition. This would at once silence the reproaches that had been 
heaped upon our State, that there existed among us a standing, 
organizedl, omnipotent and revolutionary body, to strike wherever 
and whenever we will, ready to dissolve the very fabric of Go- 
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Ternment Let us give back to the people that sovereignty with 
which they clothed us; return to our homes to perform the duties 
we owe there ; and in the solace the performance of those duties 
would ^ve, assuage some of those asperities of which this painful 
contest has been so prolific. Absolute power is indeed a por- 
tentous trust ! Now, that the special duty which the people assign- 
ed to us, has been performed he felt satisfied the Convention desired 
to surrender what cannot long be safe in the hands of any roan 
or set of men — ^safe only in the hands of Him who unites to om- 
nipotence, unbounded justice, wisdom, and benevolence. 

This Convention has done enough, amidst all the obliquy which 
had been poured upon it. — It has struck successfully for the li- 
berties of the Country — It has asserted and mamtained, amidst 
circumstances of stupendous difficulty and dismay, the rights of 
the States, and the true theory of the Constitution — It has secured 
to our industry, as far as the faith of legislation could secure it, a 
comparative freedom of trade, steadily and gradually augmenting, 
and last though not least, it has vindicated and upheld another ' 
glorious example of powerful as well as succesful resistance to 
unauthorized power. 

He could not assent to the reason which the patriotic gentle- 
man from All-Saints (Mr. Phillips) had urged for our continuance 
in power, that the General Government might coerce Georgia, 
because it was understood after the passage of the Force Bill, the 
Cherokeeshad suspended their negociations, and that two of the 
sections of that Bill were enacted in special reference to our con- 
tumacious neighbor, and hence we ought to be ready and in a po- 
sition to assist her. In reply he would bardy remark, that we 
were not a Convention of the people of Georgia, but of the people 
of South Carolina; and God knows, we have had difficulties 
enough of our own to contend with, without now indulging in a 
volunteer crusade in behalf of those who, at least on the first onset, 
were fully capable of taking care of themselves. Besides he did 
not believe, even if Georgia pushed to the very extremity of vio- 
lence, the claims of her territorial supremacy, " our good king 
would touch a hair upon her head." It was well known that 
this amiable monarch had two measures of justice, one for tho^e 
whom he likes, and one for those whom be hates, one for one 
side of the Savannah River, and another for the other side ; and * 
he felt satisfied that in the discriminating justice and tender mer- 
cies of the royal bosom, our friends there were quite safe. — But if 
they were not, if the President, with that wayward caprice which 
sometimes belongs to men in power, should change his policy to- 
wards our neighbor, or find his own head in the very noose he 
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vainly thought his nev allies had prepared for our necks, — our 
legislature is amply competent to meet the exigency which the 
peril of a sister State would present — At such a crisis as this, 
South Carolina, through her ordinary constitutional organs, would 
not falter. No, she would not, for a sanng grace with the other 
States, declare that ^* we abhor Nullification," because it was 
Georgia Nullification, and happened not to be our own; we 
would not return even past unkindness and reproach, by apathy 
and neglect When Georgia shall be beset with difficulties, threaten- 
ed with invasion, borne down by a distempered public opinion, 
persecuted, outraged and abused, we will not select that moment 
to strike the fratricidal dagger in her bosom ! — No, if our Le^la* 
ture failed to do its duty, our people by one consentaneous burst 
of enthusiasm, would rush to the rescue. If her Legislature did 
not deserve this at our hands, the gallant band in that State, who 
had stuck to us with such a steady friendship, ^^ through evil and 
through good report,'* who have never despaired of the cause, 
who have given us their generous sympathy when even kind words 
brought comfort with them, and promised their strong arms and 
stout hearts at that moment when words would have been of no 
avail, are entitled to this at our hands. — Let us then leave the 
matter to our people, they will not be at fault, and return to them, 
with an unfauUering confidence that thus far we have done our 
duty. 
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